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COMMISSION ON PARKS AND RECREATION
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION MEETING

DECEMBER 17, 2014

A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the American Swedish Historical Museum,
1900 Pattison Avenue at 6:00PM.

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair
Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis
Commissioner Andrew Denison
Commissioner Derrick Ford
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein
Commissioner Bridget Greenwald
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett
Commissioner Gary Jastrzab
Commissioner Matthew Perks
Commissioner David Perri
Commissioner Carol Rice
Commissioner James Straw
Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart
Joanne Dahme representing Commissioner Howard Neukrug

ALSO PRESENT: Councilman Kenyatta Johnson
State Representative Madeleine Dean

Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. She
asked Commissioners to introduce themselves to the audience. Commissioner Goldenberg thanked the staff
of the American Swedish Historical Museum for hosting the meeting and added that normal Commission
business would be suspended this month in lieu of the Project 250 presentation.

Commissioner Andrew Denison presented the PaRC Star Pathfinder Award to Barbara Capozzi for her
outstanding volunteer efforts in FDR Park and her leadership with the Friends of FDR Park.

Commissioner Goldenberg proceeded to review the Open Lands Protection Ordinance. This is the third project to
come before the Commission to undergo the public review process as stated in the Ordinance. Project 250
has proposed to change the physical characteristics and the use of land under the jurisdiction of the
Department of Parks and Recreation used for outdoor public park or outdoor recreation activity. Project 250
wishes to create a multi sport, entertainment and youth development center on 3.9 acres of passive
recreational land within the eastern edge of FDR Park, adjacent to South Broad Street. Project 250 has
submitted a written Alternatives Analysis as required in the ordinance and the Commission has accepted
public comment. The Commission decided to devote this meeting to taking further comment on the proposal.
Commissioner Goldenberg noted that the Commission was not there tonight to deliberate and no decisions
will be made at the meeting. The Commission has until March 20" to submit its determination to the Mayor
and City Council President. There has yet to be a City Council ordinance introduced to transfer this land, and
because FDR Park is designated as a historic district, both the Historical and Art Commissions will need to
review this project. Also, because FDR has received Land and Water Conservation Grants, approval from
the Commonwealth is also needed.

Commissioner Goldenberg reviewed the mechanics of the meeting and thanked Commissioner Debra Wolf
Goldstein for the great deal of preparation for this evening’s meeting. Commissioner Goldenberg then
introduced Philip Senechal of Project 250 and asked him to provide a project overview.
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Mr. Senechal stated that 76% of Philadelphia school children do not have access to programmed after school
activities. Several of Mr. Senechal’s colleagues also spoke stating that a cycling infrastructure is needed in
FDR Park, with additional pathways for running, recreational paths, natural habitats and swimming, all family-
friendly and accessible. David Scheuermann, architect, stated that the velodrome needs to be in FDR Park
due to the access to transportation and high visibility along Broad Street. He added that Project 250 will
refurbish roadways and pathways, drain, dredge and restock bodies of water and build a water purification
plant. They will not touch the tennis courts, baseball fields or the grounds of the American Swedish Museum.
Mr. Senechal added that there is an available site at the site for the requisite replacement landat the site of
the Naval Hospital which they will develop into a public park.

Commissioner Goldenberg welcomed Councilman Kenyatta Johnson to the meeting and opened the meeting to
guestions from the Commissioners. In response to questioning from Commissioner Goldstein, Bill Gordon,
counsel of Project 250, spoke regarding regulatory issues and stated that all details are not complete.
Commissioner Goldstein then asked if other sites, such as the Naval Hospital, were being considered. Mr.
Senechal responded that other sites were unappealing to neighborhood groups and the site needed to be
highly visible to the public. He added that he met with neighborhood groups many times. Mr. Senechal said
that the project needs to be big enough to attract corporate sponsors, and they anticipate 15 world class
cycling events per year at the velodrome. Commissioner Gary Jastrzab questioned the use of parkland,
overflow parking and park improvements. Mr. Senechal said that nothing is in place and details need to be
worked out. He added that park improvements will be part of their capital budget. Commissioner James
Straw asked Mr. Senechal to confirm that the Project 250 project is dead without naming rights. Mr. Senechal
agreed. Commissioner Straw questioned the possible use of the Navy Yard, but Mr. Senechal responded that
FDR Park is a unique place and the only location with high visibility. Commissioner Andrew Denison asked
how the need for the velodrome was determined. Mr. Senechal restated that 76% of Philadelphia school
children do not have access to programmed after school activities. Two young men spoke regarding what
cycling means to their lives. Commissioner Matthew Perks asked about the use of lettering on the building.
Mr. Senechal responded that the signage will be worked out with the Commission. Commissioner Perks
added that the Naval Hospital finished second in location choices to which Mr. Senechal responded that
everything is subjective. Commission Designee Joanne Dahme asked what type of environmental study will
be done. Mr. Senechal said that a general analysis and a significant environmental study will be done.
Commissioner David Perri stated that there will need to be paid events outside of cycling to support the
velodrome, and they will need to use sports complex parking for these events. Mr. Senechal said there were
no specific number of events planned. Commissioner Carol Rice questioned the 76% of children and added
that these children do not all live in South Philadelphia and will not have access to the velodrome. Mr.
Senechal said they will go to schools throughout the city to promote their programs. Commissioner Jeffrey
Hackett said the 76% number that Mr. Senechal uses concerns him greatly, and added that all schools have
after school programming. Commissioner Hackett added that Project 250 needs to be more involved in the
Philadelphia community, and there are numerous other locations to put the velodrome that are far more
accessible to youth in need of additional out-of-school time activity.

Commissioner Goldenberg opened the meeting to the public for questions and comments. In total, 27 members
of the public spoke. 15 individuals spoke in favor of the velodrome, including members of the cycling
community and the Bicycle Coalition. 12 individuals were opposed to the velodrome, including South
Philadelphia residents, the Broad Street Civic Association, the Philadelphia Parks Alliance, members of a
conservation club and an environmental scientist from the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University.

Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 8:40PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol J. Roache
Administrative Assistant



