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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Miles Mack Recreation Center, 732 N. 
36th Street. at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Derrick Ford 
 Commissioner Gary Jastrzab 
 Commissioner Matthew Perks 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Deborah Cahill representing Commissioner Bridget Greenwald 
                             Nicole Hostettler representing Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Andrew Denison 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner David Perri 
  
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  She 

thanked the staff of the Miles Mack Recreation Center for hosting the meeting and welcomed Nicole 
Hostettler (representing Commissioner Neukrug) and Deborah Cahill (representing Commissioner 
Greenwald) to the meeting. Commissioner Goldenberg then informed the Commission of the passing of 
Andrew Denison’s mother and extended the Commission’s heartfelt sympathy to Commissioner Denison. 
Commissioner Goldenberg briefed the Commission on upcoming events.  On October 23rd, a forum on Philly 
Parks will be held at Moore College.  Sandy Shea will emcee the event and Deputy Mayor DiBerardinis will 
speak.  On October 25th, there will be a Pumpkin Jam at the Pumptrack.  November 15th is Love Your Park 
Fall Service Day.  Volunteers all over the City clean up their local parks.  The City has received numerous 
grants from DCNR.  The Parks and Recreation Dept. received a $250,000 grant for the rehab of Mt. Vernon 
Playground, a $56,500 grant for a trail study of the Mantua Greenway, a $400,000 grant for the Frankford 
Creek Greenway, a $93,500 grant for the rehab of Forbidden Drive, a $300,000 grant for the rehab of 
Wissahickon Park and a $30,000 grant for a study of Cobbs Creek Trail.  On October 2nd, there was a ribbon 
cutting for the new boardwalk along the Schuylkill Banks.  On October 7th, there was a ribbon cutting with 
Mayor Nutter of the Venice Island Performing Arts Center and on October 14th, there was a ground breaking 
of the Baxter Trail in Northeast Philadelphia.  Lastly, the Oval had a great summer and fall season, ending on 
October 12th. 

 
Commissioner Carol Rice presented the PaRC Star Pathfinder Awards to Edward Huggins for his outstanding 

volunteer efforts on behalf of the children at the Miles Mack Recreation Center. 
 
Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis updated the Commission on various projects and reviewed summer 

recreational activities.  The Department had a full summer.  Due to a relatively cool summer, attendance was 
down slightly at City pools.  The Department hired 1,105 teens to work in summer programs.  Over 7,000 
children participated in day camps with 2,000 in specialty camps.  There are six specialty camps with an 
emphasis on skateboard parks, kayaking, fishing and biking programs.  In response to questions from the 
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audience, Commissioner DiBerardinis stated that the Department does not have an organized football 
program.  However, there is a fall baseball league and the Department would be willing to assist in organizing 
a basketball league at Miles Mack Recreation Center. 

 
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair, Land Use, Planning and Design Committee, was unable to attend the 

meeting, and there was no report. 
 
Commissioner James Straw, Chair of the Revenue Enhancement Committee, stated that there was nothing new 

to report. 
 
Commissioner Andrew Denison, Chair, Communications and Public Engagement Committee, was unable to 

attend due to a death in his family and Commissioner James Straw presented the Commission’s new 
initiative, “Pitch Your Passion”.  The Commission is launching a citywide search for innovative ideas to enrich 
the park and recreation system and is seeking small-scale projects in three key areas, (1) programming at 
recreation centers, (2) promoting sustainability, fighting litter, and (3) generating initiatives for underutilized 
parkland.  This is the public’s opportunity to “pitch your passion” for a new idea, program or policy. The 
Commission will carefully review all submissions and if a submission is selected as one of the finalists, it will 
get the Commission’s and Department’s help and support to turn a passion for the parks and recreation 
system into reality.  Commissioner Denison produced a short video to promote “Pitch Your Passion”, which 
was shown. 

 
Commissioner Matthew Perks, Chair, Public Safety and Maintenance Committee, stated that there was nothing to 

report this month. 
 
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett, Chair, Programming Committee, was unable to attend the meeting and there was 

no report.. 
 
Commissioner Matthew Perks stated that there was nothing to report regarding the Art Commission. 
   
Commissioner Goldenberg called for the Partners Reports.  Tracie Blummer of the Philadelphia Parks Alliance 

updated the Commission on the status of a one-year grant from the William Penn Foundation to study 
programming and outdoor spaces.  The next phase of their work will be to interview parks and recreation staff 
from other cities, specifically about their programming.  The study should be completed by early 2015.  There 
were no reports from the Conservancy nor the Recreation Advisory Council. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg then opened the meeting to comments or questions from the public. Tanya Powell 

spoke. She is the creator of “Beauty to Ashes”, a modeling and self-esteem building program for boys and 
girls and is entering her program in “Pitch Your Passion”.  William Squire thanked the Commission for the 
new floor at the Christie Recreation Center and stated that his passion is to get more money for recreation 
facilities. Dwayne Drummond thanked the staff of the Miles Mack Recreation Center for a job well done and 
recognizing Edward Huggins. He added that several trees need to be removed from the Miles Mack baseball 
fields.  He also stated that he heard rumors that a skateboard park will be built in Mantua.  Josh from Paine’s 
Park replied that progress is being made with a skate park at Miles Mack, but nothing will be done without the 
community’s support.  Rick Young reinforced the need to remove the trees from the baseball fields and was 
concerned that a skatepark would take recreational facilities away from younger children. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 7:40PM. 
   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
  
Carol J. Roache 
Administrative Assistant 


