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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Central Library at 6:00 P.M. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Bernie Brunwasser 
 Commissioner Barbara Capozzi 
 Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Alan Greenberger 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Pete Hoskins 
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
   

ABSENT: Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Anthony Langford 
 Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez 
 Commissioner Clarena Tolson 
  

ALSO PRESENT: Mark Focht, Executive Director, Fairmount Park 
  Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
  
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and announced the 2011 
schedule of meetings. The Commission will meet every other month beginning in January, the third Wednesday 
of every month.. Commissioner Goldenberg thanked Commissioner DiBerardinis and staff for a tour of park and 
recreational facilities in West and Southwest Philadelphia on November 16

th
. Commissioner Goldenberg also 

noted that Commissioner Anthony Langford had a heart transplant and is doing very well.  Commissioner 
Goldenberg informed everyone that the Economy League of Greater Philadelphia released its study of economic 
value of protected open space in Southeastern Pennsylvania and highlighted some points of the report. 
 
Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis reported that the Department of Parks and Recreation, along with Mayor 
Nutter, the State and the Ed Snider Foundation, announced a  $12 million capital investment in the City‟s ice 
rinks.  There are five ice rinks and three of them will be enclosed and become year-round facilities and the other 
two will receive significant capital improvements.  Commissioner DiBerardinis also stated that last Saturday was 
Love Your Park Day and forty-four parks participated.  Parks and Recreation staff worked with thousands of 
volunteers planting trees and improving parks.  The Parks and Recreation Department is currently conducting an 
outdoor recreation study of the Wissahickon and East and West Park that looks at recreation as well as potential 
cultural / arts / entertainment possibilities and also improving visitor amenities.  Commissioner DiBerardinis then 
introduced Harris Steinberg, Executive Director, Penn Praxis and, as background,  added that in order to achieve 
the Mayor‟s goal of 500 acres of new green public space, an assessment was needed of the vast thousands of 
acres of vacant land in Philadelphia.  A grant was received from the William Penn Foundation, and the 
Department contracted with Penn Praxis to do the assessment. 
 
Mr. Steinberg introduced himself and Andrew Goodman of Penn Praxis and stated that this work was done in 
collaboration with the City Planning Commission.  The assessment began by looking at under-utilized spaces in 
Philadelphia and parts of the City that are currently not served by park spaces.  There was an advisory group of 
40 members and over 140 stakeholder interviews.  The Planning Commission‟s work was essential as well as the 
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Water Department‟s work in terms of the stormwater management program.  There were six civic engagement 
meetings.  The plan specifically targets five areas that represent 12% of the population (202,000 Philadelphians) 
without access to green space.  There are 1,257 acres of private vacant land within the focus areas, most of it 
industrial. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg asked for any questions or comments from Commissioners. Commissioner Bernie 
Brunwasser informed everyone that beginning this past July, the Water Department began changing the method 
of charging properties for stormwater, stormwater collection and treatment and ultimate disposal.  Since they are  
charged on the basis of what they actually contribute, it will be in their best interest to green up where possible. 
Commissioner DiBerardinis added that there has been ongoing intense negotiations with the Philadelphia School 
District and there is a great deal of interest in this plan.  Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett stated that some of the 
City‟s public schools have horticulture programs and the use of the knowledge of compost  in the green areas 
could actually become community sustained with nutrition for trees and green gardens.  Executive Director Mark 
Focht informed everyone that, on Love Your Park Day, the department‟s fleet of trash compactors were used to 
shred leaves into future compost for the forty-four parks. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg then asked for public questions or comments.  Cynthia Kishinchand would like the 
plan to consider areas of the City that have lost parkland, specifically the seven acres of open space lost at 
Gustine Lake.  Mr. Steinberg stated that there will be opportunities potentially in other areas of the park and the 
plan is not prescriptive.  It‟s really a set of criteria to guide the City in choice making. Commissioner Pete Hoskins 
added that even though the new 500 acres can be managed by rearranging existing resources, the current 
10,300 acres are underfunded.  Both Commissioner Alan Greenberger and Mr. Steinberg agreed that 
Philadelphia is a land-rich city, and the legacy of deindustrialization and depopulation has created many 
opportunities. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg then asked for Committee Reports. In the absence of Commissioner Debra Wolf 
Goldstein, Commissioner Goldenberg presented the Land Use Committee Report and announced that the final 
proposed Open Lands Protection Ordinance is available at tonight‟s meeting and also on the website.  The vote 
to recommend to the Mayor adoption of this ordinance will be taken at the next meeting on January 19

th
.  

Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for their comments, questions and suggestions.  Commissioner 
Hoskins presented the Committee on Revenue Enhancement Report.  The Committee is working on the 
Fairmount Park Revenue Enhancement Project, a project to study how concessionaires and lease holders can 
successfully work together.  The Committee is also conducting a case study to look at conservancy models 
across the United States.  Commissioner Carol Rice reported that the Communications Committee is interested 
in recognizing unsung heroes, volunteering on behalf of the Parks and Recreation Department.  The Committee 
has named this recognition, “PaRC Stars”.  The public will be able to nominate deserving unsung heroes on the 
website. 
 
Lastly, Cynthia Kishinchand announced that East Falls Tree Tenders celebrated its 50

th
 anniversary and the 

Friends of McMichael Park celebrated their 20
th
 anniversary.  A memorial tree was planted in honor of all the 

volunteers over the years of both groups. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 7:10PM.  The next meeting of the Commission on Parks 

and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, January 19th at 6:00PM at the Central Branch of the Free Library,  
Room 108. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
 
 
Carol J. Roache,   
Administrative Assistant 


