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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Carousel House, 1701 Belmont Avenue,,  
at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Andy Denison 
 Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Matthew Perks 
 Commissioner David Perri 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Jeannette Brugger representing Commissioner Gary Jastrzab 
 Joanne Dahme representing Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Bridget Greenwald  
 Commissioner Derrick Ford 
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
  
ALSO PRESENT: Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner 
 Susan Slawson, First Deputy Commissioner 
 Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and thanked the staff of the Carousel House 

for hosting the  meeting.  Commissioner Goldenberg welcomed Commissioner designees, Jeannette 
Brugger and Joanne Dahme to the meeting and also welcomed the newest member to the Commission, 
Streets Commissioner David Perri.. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg announced that the week of May 13th was ”Love Your Park” week with many events 

and activities planned throughout the City.  A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held at the Hunting Park tennis 
courts on May 15th.  May 17th is Bike to Work Day with a ceremonial ride with Mayor Nutter from Lloyd Hall to 
Love Park.  Also, the weekend of May 17th has been designated “What’s Out There” weekend with First 
Deputy Commissioner Mark Focht leading a tour of the Parkway.  The Philadelphia Games for Seniors are 
being held from June 8th through the 14th, with numerous activities from chess to swimming.  Commissioner 
Goldenberg commended the Parks and Recreation Department for an excellent, well-organized 2013 Broad 
Street Run.  Lastly, Commissioner Goldenberg announced that the Dell Music Center opens on July 11th and 
provides the venue for concerts every Thursday through August 29th. 

 
Commissioner Andy Denison presented the PaRC Star Award to Charlotte Anderson and Celestine Curtis for 

their many contributions and tireless volunteering efforts at various programs at the Carousel House. 
 
Deputy Mayor Michael DiBerardinis welcomed everyone and highlighted departmental events of the past few 

months. The Department received an increase of $2.6 million in the operating budget.  This money will be  

 
COMMISSION ON PARKS AND RECREATION 
 
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION MEETING 
 
MAY 15, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Commission on Parks and Recreation  
Summary of Meeting Held May 15, 2013 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2 

 

 
       dedicated to the operations division for (1) preventive maintenance, (2) skilled trades (30 new vehicles, 50 -

60 new employees) and (3) safe and clean standards.  The Deputy Mayor announced the City’s pools will be 
opening at the end of the school year and the Department will be working with the Police to ensure the safety 
of pools and young adult basketball leagues.  Most recreation centers will also run full-day summer camps.  
The Department’s capital projects are moving forward.  A ribbon-cutting was held at the Hunting Park tennis 
courts. There was also a ribbon-cutting at Pleasant Hill Park with a new well-stocked fishing pond for 
children.  The Department is launching a new project at Eakins Oval after Welcome America.  Eakins Oval 
will feature a beach-like atmosphere with programs and activities. There will be a groundbreaking in the near 
future to revitalize Sturgis Recreation Center with work to be completed by June 2014.  Lastly, the 
Recreation Advisory Council banquet is being held on June 4th at Galdo’s and the Deputy Mayor encouraged 
Commissioners to attend. 

 
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair, Land Use, Planning and Design Committee, reported that Temple 

University formally withdrew their proposal to build a new boathouse on Kelly Drive and the Commission 
presented a recommendation to City Council and the Mayor regarding the Audubon/Outward Bound 
Philadelphia proposal for a new headquarters building at the East Park reservoir. 

 
Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller, Chair, Revenue Enhancement Committee, was unable to attend the meeting.  

Ed Fagan, Director of Development, reported on concessions. The Wheel Fin Bicycle Rentals is moving from 
Love Park to nearby Three Parkway Plaza and Café Cret. City Council passed an ordinance to extend the 
Burholme Golf concession to ten years with a ten year renewal.  A new Request for Proposals was issued for 
food trucks.  Twenty truck vendors replied to the RFP and 15 were approved, bringing to 31, the number of 
truck vendors now approved to vend within the PPR system..  The food truck program will now be extended 
to the City Hall Courtyard beginning June 2013.  Lastly, a decision was made not to pursue Tree Top 
Adventures. 

 
Commissioner Andrew Denison, Chair, Communications and Public Engagement Committee, reported that the 

committee now has two new members, Eric Dalloway of the Urban Blazers and Andy Heckenberger.  The 
committee formed working groups to explore both options and needs.  Commissioner Denison spoke about 
the numerous friends the Commission has on their Facebook site, some from as far away as Brazil and Iran. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg announced the official release of the “Safety in Philadelphia Parks and Recreation 

Center” report and thanked Matthew Perks, Chair, Public Safety and Maintenance Committee, committee 
members and PPR staff member, Moria Miller for their efforts and hard work in creating this report..  
Commissioner Goldenberg asked Commissioner Perks to present an overview of the report. Commissioner 
Perks stated that seven meetings were held in recreation centers to listen to citizen’s specific concerns about 
safety matters.  Other major cities in the United States were contacted to understand best practices.  Safety 
officials from New York and Los Angeles came to Philadelphia to meet and participate in workshops. Thus, 
the report was formed, highlighting Commission findings, recommendations and the Commission’s 
commitment to safety in the City’s parks and recreation centers. 

 
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett, Chair, Programming Committee, stated that he and other Committee members 

plan to conduct an outreach to the School District regarding recreation center programming.  Commissioner 
Hackett hoped to obtain information on the use of recreation centers by school children and then do outreach 
to local schools in order to promote the recreation center programming. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg then opened the meeting to public comment.  Jeremiah Carber questioned the 

process involved for permission to sell water ice near the Rocky Statue.  Commissioner Goldenberg asked 
him to speak to Ed Fagan regarding permits after the meeting.  Delores Capers noted that since the rink at 
the Sims Skate House was enclosed, there are less programs at the recreation center.  She asked that the 
number of programs be increased.  Pete Bradshaw of the West Mill Creek Advisory Council thanked the 
Commission for the start of construction at West Mill Creek.. 
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Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 7:15PM. 
   
The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, July 17th 
 at the Finley Recreation Center, 7701 Mansfield Avenue.. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
  
Carol J. Roache 
 Administrative Assistant 


