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COMMISSION ON PARKS AND RECREATION
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION MEETING

MARCH 16, 2011

A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the One Parkway Bldg., 18" Flr. at 6:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair
Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett
Commissioner Pete Hoskins
Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller
Commissioner Howard Neukrug
Commissioner Carol Rice
Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez
Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart

ABSENT: Commissioner Barbara Capozzi
Commissioner Alan Greenberger
Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck
Commissioner Clarena Tolson

ALSO PRESENT: Susan Slawson, Commissioner, Recreation Department
Mark Focht, Executive Director, Fairmount Park Commission
Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant

Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and introduced the
newest Commissioner, Howard Neukrug, Commissioner of the Water Department. Commissioner Neukrug
replaced Bernie Brunwasser who retired. Commissioner Neukrug said it was a privilege to be a member of
the Commission and he looked forward to working with Michael DiBerardinis and the Parks and Recreation
staff to ensure great things happen in Philadelphia parks and recreation centers. Commissioner Goldenberg
also announced that Kathryn Ott Lovell is now the Executive Director of the Fairmount Park Conservancy
and thanked Laura Shell who served as Interim Director. Commissioner Goldenberg informed everyone that
on Sunday, March 20", there is a Citizens Symposium on Parks and Recreation at the Valley Forge
Convention Center in King of Prussia and all are invited to attend. Commissioner Goldenberg congratulated
the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society for another wonderful flower show. Lastly, Commissioner Goldenberg
reminded everyone that the Park and Recreation Department’s budget hearing is scheduled for April 11" at
10:00AM and encouraged everyone to attend.

Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis gave a brief report on the merger. The merger is nearly complete and
everyone has been given their new assignments. The new districts are formed, with eight park and
recreation districts. Staff members are currently moving into their new roles, new physical locations and new
districts. Commissioner DiBerardinis will present graphics and maps at a future meeting to show the
changes in the merged department. The Mayor’s proposed budget for the department has a small increase
of $180,000, with that money being used to extend the pool season for another week. The Department is in
the process of raising $600,000 to run all of the pools for the summer and has already raised $500,000
towards that goal. The Department recently broke ground for trail improvements from the Falls Bridge to
Ridge Avenue and also improvements to Hawthorne Park. Commissioner DiBerardinis updated everyone on
tree planting. This year, the Department’s budget has $2 million in capital programs to plant trees. The
University of Pennsylvania and Drexel University are engaging local citizens in planting trees on their
properties. The Department is also partnering with the U.S. Forest Service to reforest the Wissahickon.
Also, the Department is ready to launch a hazardous tree removal and accelerated tree trimming program.
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In approximately the next six months, 1,800 dead or dying trees will be removed and thousands of trees will
be trimmed. Last summer, there was an additional 500,000 visits to City pools. In 2009, the Department had
600,000 visits and in 2010, it had 1.1 million visits. And last year, the Department had 1,800 additional
children in summer camp programs. The Department is convening all the major youth programs providers
into a consortium to (1) collaborate with the Boys and Girls Club, PAL and the League Program at the
Library, (2) create an outcome and measurement program for all providers and (3) work with neighborhood
adults and not just the children.

Commissioner Goldenberg introduced Jean Hunt, Director of the Department’s Youth Development Program.
Ms. Hunt updated the Commission on current initiatives at Cobbs Creek. The goals there, as in other parks
and centers, are sustaining resources, improving quality of life, helping create stable neighborhoods and
keeping youth safe, healthy and ready to learn. There are five major clean-ups scheduled for Cobbs Creek
during the month of April. There is a 5K Run on April 23" at Cobbs Creek. In May, there will be an
afternoon of family activities followed by a concert and in June, the second session of the Bike Club will be
starting. The Department is hoping to start movie nights at the Park, along with weekly bike rides, birding and
a teen nature photography club. Lastly, the Department is working with State money, grant money and the
Ed Snider Foundation to refurbish the Laura Sims Skate House at 63 and Chestnut Sts.

Commissioner Goldenberg announced that a public hearing on the Open Lands Protection Ordinance was held a
week ago and then introduced in City Council. Commissioner Goldenberg believes it will be passed by City
Council within the next few weeks and thanked Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein for shepherding this
ordinance for over a year.

Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein thanked members of the Land Use Committee who helped to craft the
ordinance and added that the Committee on Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs voted the legislation out
of Committee last week and hope to have it voted on by the full Council in the next few weeks.

Commissioner Pete Hoskins presented the report of the Revenue Enhancement Committee and stated that the
next major undertaking is funding, both publicly and privately. A concessionaire study is currently underway.
Some of the Committee members have been reaching out to other cities and parks departments to develop a
better understanding of some the their best practices. The Committee will also assist the Department in
making the case, publicly and privately, for contributed income as well as public dollars. Lastly,
Commissioner Hoskins thanked the Water Department and the investments they have made in Parks and
Recreation.

Commissioner Carol Rice gave the report of the Communications Committee. Commissioner Rice informed
everyone of the “PaRC Star”, an award to recognize a community volunteer who is nominated from their park
or recreation center. The second PaRC Star award was presented to Diane Kunze. Ms. Kunze formed a
group of volunteers (Friends of Overington Park) to clean Overington Park, plant flowers and organize park
events. Commissioner Rice reminded everyone that the PaRC Star application is on the website and asked
that everyone nominate a deserving volunteer.

Commissioner Goldenberg opened the meeting to audience members. Cynthia Kishinchand of East Falls Tree
Tenders congratulated the Commission on the Open Lands Protection Ordinance. Judith Robinson stated
that the community needs to be more informed of meetings and events of the Department. Ms. Robinson
also expressed concerns about Winchester Playground. Dallas Scott, President of the Greater Olney
Citizens for Progress, requested that local youth be given jobs in the summer internship program. Dorothy
Bryant of the Chew Recreation Center stated her concerns in the maintenance of existing recreation centers.

Commissioner Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 7:45PM. The next meeting of the Commission on Parks
and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, May 18" at 6:00PM at the Central Branch of the Free Library,
Skyline Room.

Respectfully submitted,
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Carol J. Roache, Administrative Assistant



