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COMMISSION ON PARKS AND RECREATION
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION MEETING

MARCH 17, 2010

A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Central Library at 6:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair
Commissioner Bernie Brunwasser
Commissioner Barbara Capozzi
Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett
Commissioner Pete Hoskins
Commissioner Anthony Langford
Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller
Commissioner Carol Rice
Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez
Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart

ABSENT: Commissioner Alan Greenberger
Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck
Commissioner Clarena Tolson

ALSO PRESENT: Honorable Michael Nutter, Mayor
Commissioner Susan Slawson, Recreation Department
Executive Director Mark Focht, Fairmount Park
Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant

Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. Commissioner DiBerardinis
updated the Commission on the merger of the Parks and Recreation Departments and briefed everyone on the Mayor’s
proposed budget for the Department. The proposed budget includes a $2.5 million increase in the department’s general fund
allocation. This increase represents 35 — 40 new employees. There is also a $5 million increase in the Capital budget line
item for infrastructure, buildings and facilities and an additional $2.5 million for tree work in the City. The Department is on
schedule with the merger and populating the flow chart.

Commissioner DiBerardinis then introduced Joan Blaustein, Director of the Environment, Stewardship and Education Division
and Jean Hunt, City-Wide Youth Development Coordinator Ms. Blaustein updated the Commission on the Green Works
Initiative. The target of this initiative is to provide park and recreation resources within 10 minutes of 75% of Philadelphia’s
residents, to bring local food within 10 minutes of 75% of residents and to increase tree coverage toward 30% in all
neighborhoods by 2025. The interim goal is to plant 300,000 trees by 2015. Four Tree Partner committees have been
formed with outside partners to focus on engagement, tree regulations, sources of trees, etc.

Ms. Hunt then informed the Commission of the Youth Development Initiative and stressed that this is a plan for all of the
young people in the City of Philadelphia. Ms. Hunt is in the process of building a youth development system that engages the
public sector, private sector, non-profits and communities in an effort to help young people fully develop their potential.

Commissioner Stuart requested Commissioner DiBerardinis speak on the Penn Praxis plan. Commissioner DiBerardinis
stated that they are mapping the vacant land in the City to create a green infrastructure for the Comprehensive Land Use Plan
and hope to have a blueprint that analyzes the City’s vacant land by late Spring or early Summer. The Commissioner stated
that there are in the range of 15,000 vacant acres that could be used for green infrastructure.

Land Use Committee Chair Debra Wolf Goldstein informed the Commission that the Land Use Committee is preparing a draft
of a proposed ordinance relating to conveyance of park and recreation land and buildings This draft will be vetted over the
next few weeks, and it will be on the Parks and Recreation website for all to view. The ordinance will be discussed at the May
meeting and public comment will be taken.
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Communications Chair Carol Rice informed the public of Commission Chair Goldenberg’'s op-ed piece in the Daily News
concerning the role and responsibility of the Commission. Commissioner Rice announced that the Commission now has an
e-mail address (parksandreccommission@phila.gov) for the public to communicate with the Commission. There is also a
website and a blog, and Commissioner Rice encouraged everyone to e-mail or blog the Commission.

Revenue Enhancement Chair Pete Hoskins thanked Mayor Nutter and City Council for supporting the increase for Parks and
Recreation in the City’s budget. The Revenue Enhancement Committee will be meeting with staff to get the current practices
of the departments as well as best practices across the country.

Commission Chair Goldenberg introduced Mayor Michael Nutter as one of the most outspoken champions of parks and
recreation ever since he was in City Council. Mayor Nutter stressed how passionately he cares about the Parks and
Recreation system in Philadelphia, and added that this Commission is a collection of knowledgeable, committed and
dedicated individuals. The Mayor added that the Parks and Recreation Department benefit greatly from the many Friends
groups in the City. The Mayor informed the Commission that it is his goal to plant 300,000 more trees in Philadelphia by 2015
and asked the public to continue to support the Department and staff. It is also the Mayor’s goal that Philadelphia will have
the finest park and recreation system anywhere in the country. 69 of the City’s 72 swimming pools will be open this year. The
Mayor added that on July 1%, for the first time in the City’s history, we will have a merged system, more resources, better
service and higher standards than we have ever had.

Commissioner Chair Goldenberg then opened the floor to public comment.

Cynthia Kishinchand told the Commission that she previously testified in City Council regarding street trees and was
interested in testifying at upcoming hearings. Glenn Moyer expressed concern regarding the closure of Clark Park. John
Hogan of the Schuylkill Navy thanked the Commission for their support of City rowing. Freda Black expressed interest in
using more abandoned parcels of land for gardening spaces. Elizabeth Grimaldi stated she was working with L&l to take
down abandoned houses and raised concerns about asbestos, etc. A representative from Councilman Jones’ office said she
found the meeting both interesting and challenging. Ronald Thomas stated that he has 38 years experience as a member of
his community’s advisory council and they welcome anyone who wishes to become a member.

Commission Chair Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 7:15PM. The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and
Recreation will be held on Wednesday, May 19" at 6:00PM at the Central Branch of the Free Library, Skyline Room..

Respectfully submitted,

Carol J. Roache,
Administrative Assistant



