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JUNE 17, 2015

A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Belfield Recreation Center at 2100 W.
Chew Avenue at 6:00PM.

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair
Commissioner Andrew Denison
Commissioner Derrick Ford
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett
Commissioner Matthew Perks
Commissioner Carol Rice
Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart

ABSENT: Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein
Commissioner Bridget Greenwald
Commissioner Gary Jastrzab
Commissioner Howard Neukrug
Commissioner David Perri
Commissioner James Straw

ALSO PRESENT: Councilwoman Cindy Bass

Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. She
thanked Eric Rudy and Park and Recreation staff for hosting the meeting. Mr. Rudy spoke about the
activities at Belfield Recreation Center and added they have an excellent advisory council. Mr. Rudy then
introduced Kyneith Lamb, creator of “The Finest Drill Team”. Commissioner Andy Denison then presented
the PaRC Star Pathfinder Award to Mr. Lamb for his tireless work with the drill team. Mr. Lamb thanked Mr.
Rudy for giving the drill team a home at Belfield, and the drill team then performed for the Commission.

Commissioner Goldenberg informed everyone of upcoming events and groundbreakings. The Phillies and the
Department of Parks and Recreation officially opened the Urban Youth Academy on June 4™ at FDR Park.

The Urban Youth Academy will provide free, year-round instruction to more than 8,000 youth in Philadelphia.

From June 22" through July 30", there will be a “Be Outside Teen Adventure Summer Program” at Gustine
Recreation Center and Chalfont Playground for teens ages 12-14 years old. The Department of Parks and
Recreation received four major awards from the Preservation Alliance of Greater Philadelphia. Awards went
to the Fairmount Water Works, the Welcome Center, the Playing Angels statue and the Glen Fern
Smokehouse. Construction has begun on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway Streetscape Improvements
Project. The project includes complete replacement of curbs and sidewalks between Logan Square and 16"
St., as well as new trees, plantings, and a new irrigation system. On April 30", the Department and
Conservancy unveiled the final design by Hargreaves Associates for JFK Plaza. On February 27", Barbara
McCabe, Director of Stewardship, received the fourth annual Richardson Dilworth Award for Distinguished
Public Service. This May marked the halfway point for the 2015 Sustainable Land Care Training, a course
designed for land care operations staff members. Lastly, Parks and Recreation has fourteen movie nights

scheduled for the summer across the city in our parks. Venice Island and the Dell are also screening movies

on Friday nights and the Oval has weekly movie nights throughout the summer.

Commissioner Goldenberg introduced Leo Dignam, First Deputy Commissioner to speak about the Department’s

Summer Programming. Mr. Dignam stated that the Department’s seventy outdoor pools and five indoor



Commission on Parks and Recreation 2
Summary of Meeting Held June 17, 2015

pools are scheduled to be open from June 19" through the end of August. Swimming lessons will be offered
at all pools. There are 130 recreational facilities hosting neighborhood day camps. Many camps will provide
before and after programming, early starts and extended camp sessions. There are dozens of specialty
camps including nature, rowing and arts camps. Five Philly Cup Skateboard events are scheduled to take
place in PPR skate parks, and two youthalon and three triathlon events are scheduled for this summer. The
Department has processed 1,350 teens through the Philadelphia Youth Network to work at neighborhood
day camps. Mr. Dignam then introduced Maureen Maier, Program Director, to speak about the “Clusters
Program”. Ms. Maier explained that a cluster is a group of three to six recreation centers, playgrounds or
parks that are in close proximity to one another, have complimentary amenities and have a diversity of
programming. The Department’s goal is to provide more and better high-quality programming and
opportunities for youth and families and to increase engagement in PPR programming. Mr. Dignam added
that there are currently 28% of facilities in 11 clusters as a pilot program and he hopes to create more
clusters in the near future.

Commissioner Goldenberg then asked Commissioner Andrew Denison to update everyone on the “Pitch Your
Passion” initiative. Commissioner Denison said the initiative was created last year with the purpose of
looking for new ideas for parks and recreation centers. A Facebook page was created and posters were
posted in recreation centers. There are currently five projects under consideration; Traveling Rings, Metal
Detecting, Decorative Bases for Trash Cans, Beach Volleyball Courts and Dock Space for Boat Launches.
Commissioner Denison introduced the final pitch, Game of Stones. The Game of Stones is a ball sport
similar to bocce or lawn bowling. Players from two teams take turns throwing their stones in an attempt to
rest them closest to the smaller target ball. What makes Game of Stones unique is its playing surface, its
course obstacles, its equipment and the way a winner is determined. A video of the Game of Stones was
then shown. Commissioner Goldenberg. announced that winners would be chosen by the end of the month
and the results would be posted on the Commission’s website.

Commissioner Goldenberg introduced Councilwoman Cindy Bass and asked her to speak. Councilwoman Bass
welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending the meeting.

Commissioner Goldenberg asked for Committee reports. Commissioner Denison, Chair, Communications and
Public Engagement Committee, reported that the Commission’s Facebook page now has 725 friends.

First Deputy Commissioner Mark Focht reported on the actions of the Art Commission. Final design approval
was given to the June 5" Memorial Park at 22" and Market Sts. JFK Plaza received conceptual design
approval and the Viaduct Rail Park was given final approval.

Commissioner Goldenberg then opened the meeting to comments or questions from the public. John Johnson
stated that he is concerned about dumping. He called 311, but said he got the run-around and added that
dumping is a detriment to the community. Councilwoman Bass offered to help with the situation. Morgan
Lawrence said that she is passionate about urban gardening and asked how she can apply for grants and
start a non-profit. Councilwoman Bass told Ms. Lawrence to call her and she would work with her. Ms.
Morris stated that she belongs to a senior citizen group and lives in the Freedom House Apartment Bldg.
She said that there is dumping across the street from them and fencing is needed to help with the problem.
Councilwoman Bass asked Ms. Morris to e-mail her requesting a meeting and she would meet with the
group. An un-named Advisory Council member asked if athletic fields can be locked when not in use. He
added that there is no air conditioning in the gym at the recreation center, only downstairs.

Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 7:40PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol J. Roache,
Administrative Assistant



