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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Cecil B. Moore Recreation Center, 2551 
North 22nd Street, at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Andrew Denison 
 Commissioner Derrick Ford 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Bridget Greenwald 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Matthew Perks 
 Commissioner David Perri 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Christine Knapp representing Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Gary Jastrzab 
 
 
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and thanked Eric Henninger, Fletcher 

Anderson, and the staff of the Cecil B. Moore Recreation Center for hosting the  meeting.  Commissioner 
Goldenberg welcomed everyone and introduced Park and Recreation staff members Moria Miller and Carol 
Roache to the audience and thanked them for their support.  Then, Commissioner Goldenberg informed 
everyone of past and upcoming events.  On January 20th, Martin Luther King Day was celebrated by 
volunteers participating in everything from clean-ups to soccer tournaments throughout the City.  Recently, 
numerous banquets have been held throughout the City honoring youth soccer.  The lottery for the Broad 
Street Run opens on February 1st.  for the race on May 4th.  The Fairmount Park Conservancy will have a 
team running to benefit Philadelphia Green Spaces.  Maple Sugar Day is February 22nd  in the Wissahickon 
and March 1st at Fox Chase Farm. All are invited to participate.  The PA Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources has awarded $38 million through 205 grants.  The City of Philadelphia was awarded close 
to $4 million through 9 grants.  Among the grants awarded were $275,000 for the Cobbs Creek Connector 
Trail, $500,00 for the Rehabilitation of Pulaski Park and $100,000 for the rehabilitation of Penn Treaty Park.  
On December 9th, Penn Praxis convened an advisory group on the study of East and West Parks to enhance 
these areas.  Lastly, there is a Spring tree giveaway on April 5th, 6th, 12th and 13th. Go to www.treephilly.org 
for more information. 

 
Commissioner Carol Rice presented the PaRC Star Award to Edward Flythe  for his many contributions to the 

youth at C.B. Moore Recreation Center.  Mr. Flythe has been volunteering at the recreation center for more 
than thirty years, and he stated that his life is built around helping community youth. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg introduced Ed Fagan, Director of Strategic Engagement,  and asked him to speak 

about the Clean, Safe and Ready to Use project.  Mr. Fagan announced that the Department now has 
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surveillance cameras at 19 recreational sites and will have another 26 sites up and running by December 
2014.  146 recreational facilities have been inspected for working fire extinguishers.  There are currently 506 
working fire extinguishers at these sites.  The Department places a high priority on up-to-date facility 
standards, providing clean hallways, rest rooms, entry ways, etc. and using a ratings scale for evaluation.  
The Department is also in the process of providing sustainable land care training to Departmental staff.  Also 
in place is a new Energy Efficiency Program  and a Lighting Efficiency Program. For every dollar saved, fifty 
cents goes directly back to the Department. 

 
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair, Land Use, Planning and Design Committee, stated that there was no 

report from the committee this month. 
 
Commissioner James Straw, Chair of the  Revenue Enhancement Committee, stated that there was nothing 

specific to report from the committee, but noted that the Committee acts as an advocate for the 
Department’s budget and is constantly looking for ways to generate revenue over and above the budget via 
partnerships, concessions, rentals, etc The Committee  is also developing new ways to generate revenue by 
looking at Parks and Recreation Departments in other cities. 

 
Commissioner Andrew Denison, Chair, Communications and Public Engagement Committee, reported that the 

committee is currently involved in strategic planning and rolling out the new branding campaign, “Find Your 
Path”. 

 
Commissioner Matthew Perks, Chair, Public Safety and Maintenance Committee, stated that  the Committee is 

concerned with the issue of amplified sound in parks, focusing on six areas in particular, noting that park 
users should be more considerate and more responsible. 

 
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett, Chair, Programming Committee, reported  that he and other Committee members 

are asking for clarification on Bill 130657 regarding small groups, sports organizations, etc. that meet at 
recreation centers. 

  
Commissioner Goldenberg asked Commissioner Perks to report on Art Commission action from their recent 

meeting.  Commissioner Perks stated that the Commission approved the development of Pier 53 by the  
Delaware River Waterfront Corporation, complete with a boardwalk, solar powered lights and art work.  Two 
rowing murals were approved for Martin Luther King Drive and Kelly Drive. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg called for Partners Reports.  There were no Partners Reports. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg then opened the meeting to comments or questions from the public.  Victoria from the 

Resources for Human Development stated that she is looking for a location for a basketball league.  Judith 
Robinson thanked the Commissioners for holding their meeting in North Philadelphia and requested that the 
Department plant more trees in their neighborhood. She also added that many recreation centers in North 
Philadelphia are older and need to be refurbished.  Ms. Robinson informed the Commission that Mander 
Playground is named after Joseph Mander, an African American hero and she would like to give tours of 
Mander.  She also stated that lights need to be kept on for safety purposes at 15th and Susquehanna Sts. 
and the roof is leaking at the C.B. Moore Recreation Center.  Valerie Dorsey informed the Commission that 
her daughter attends after-school programming at the C.B. Moore Recreation Center and the ceiling and 
walls are deteriorating.  Her five year old daughter read a letter on how much she loves the C.B. Moore after- 
school program.  Michelle Hayward from Addiction Services helps people in the community by offering 
training and working with children in summer programs.    Commissioner Derrick Ford spoke further on the 
free training that is open to the public.  Oletta from West Philadelphia stated that her father was once a 
supervisor with the Recreation Department and asked if there is sustainable land care training for volunteers.  
She commented that the community needs to become involved and more flowers and trees are needed in 
their neighborhood.  Keith Freeman, Safety Officer with the Department,  said he was pleased with the 
Commission’s efforts regarding safety at the recreation centers.  He also offered his full support to the 
Commission.  Glenda questioned how groups can use local recreation centers.  Fletcher Anderson thanked 
Commissioners for coming to the C.B. Moore Recreation Center and offered his assistance with any 
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problems that neighbors may have.  He added that 19 surveillance cameras have been installed both inside 
and outside of the recreation center, making children feel safe there.  Randy said that children cannot bring 
their cell phones to the recreation center because they are stolen.  Eric Henninger, District Manager, thanked 
the Commission for coming to C. B. Moore and gave everyone his phone number if they have any 
unresolved issues at the recreation center.  He also introduced Sam Curry, Operations Manager.  Lastly, 
Ron Lewis, a member of the C. B. Moore Advisory Council, thanked everyone for attending. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg also thanked everyone for attending. The meeting was adjourned at 7:40PM. 
   
The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, March 19th  at 6:00PM 

at the Vogt Recreation Center, 4131 Unruh Street. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
  
Carol J. Roache 
Administrative Assistant 


