
Commission on Parks and Recreation  
Summary of Meeting Held January 20, 2010 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Horticulture Center at 6:00 P.M. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Barbara Capozzi 
 Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Pete Hoskins 
 Commissioner Anthony Langford 
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez 
 Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Commissioner Clarena Tolson 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Bernie Brunwasser 
 Commissioner Alan Greenberger 
  
ALSO PRESENT: Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown 
 Councilman Darrell Clarke 
 Commissioner Susan Slawson, Recreation Department 
 Executive Director Mark Focht, Fairmount Park 
 Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
  
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the 
Commission on Parks and Recreation. Commission Chair Goldenberg explained the creation of the Commission and clarified 
its role. Three Committees have been formed.  They are the Land Use Committee (chaired by Commissioner Goldstein), the 
Branding, Image and Communication Committee (chaired by Commissioner Rice) and the Revenue Enhancement Committee 
(chaired by Commissioner Hoskins).   Commission Chair Goldenberg then asked each Commissioner to introduce 
themselves.. 
 
Commission Chair Goldenberg introduced Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown and Councilman Darrell Clarke and 
invited them to speak.  Councilwoman Brown related that she and Councilman Clarke had many discussions regarding the 
status and state of Philadelphia’s parks and recreation. These discussions led to City Council hearings, with a 
recommendation for a new Strategic Plan.  Councilwoman Brown thanked the 200+ men and women who applied for a seat 
on the new Commission, and challenged this Commission to listen to the citizens and remember the recommendations in the 
Strategic Plan.  Councilman Clarke spoke of his involvement with Fairmount Park, the Park’s Advisory Council and the former 
Commission. The  Councilman also spoke of former Commission President, F. Eugene Dixon, Jr. and his love and dedication 
to Fairmount Park. Councilman Clarke stressed the importance of marketing the Park and the limitless opportunities.  He 
added that City Council will be very dependent on the new Commission in helping to establish Park and Recreation policies. 
 
Commission Chair Goldenberg announced that there were invited guests and partners who would speak and called upon 
Kate Wilhelm, Executive Director of the Fairmount Park Conservancy. Ms. Wilhelm stated that the Conservancy is eager to 
work with the new Commission in the area of revenue enhancement and continuing the partnership which was created in 
2001.  Since that time, the Conservancy has raised more than $18 million for the Fairmount Park system. 
 
Hanley Bodek, Chairman of the Board of the Fairmount Park Historic Preservation Trust, stated that the Trust is eager to work 
with the new Commission.  The Trust was enacted by City Council in 1992, and since that time, they have directly and 
indirectly been involved in $10 million of investment in the Park.   
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Lauren Bornfriend, Executive Director, Philadelphia Parks Alliance, welcomed the new Commission and spoke of their 
concern for the protection of parkland for future generations. 
 
Mike McCrea, President of the Philadelphia Recreation Advisory Council, stressed the many opportunities that are presented 
in working with the new Commission. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg introduced Joan Reilly, Senior Director, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, who gave a brief 
overview of their work with the Parks and Recreation Department.  Ms. Reilly stressed that the mission of the Horticultural 
Society is to use the land and stewardship of the natural environment as a way to build communities and to revitalize 
neighborhoods.  In Philadelphia Green, which is the urban green division of the Society, they work in partnership to create, 
restore and care for the open space in the City of Philadelphia.  Philadelphia Green works with the inmates in the Philadelphia 
Prison System to grow seedlings that are taken to 45 community gardens.  The food is then sent to food cupboards and 
distributed to over 600 families.  Philadelphia Green works in partnership with Friends Groups, the Parks Alliance, and the 
Conservancy. 
 
Commissioner of the Parks and Recreation Department, Michael DiBerardinis gave an update on the department and the 
merger process.  Fifteen public engagement meetings have been held across the City.  The vision of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation is to be the premier Parks and Recreation Department in the country.  There are five strategic objectives and 
they involve being a leader in youth and children programming, keeping children safe, helping children become better 
prepared to learn and connecting them to their communities and their future.  Along with a big commitment to young people,  
the department has a goal to be the best land managers in the country and to expand the amount of public green space that 
there is in the City.  The department also wants to connect the City through its network of neighborhoods and rivers, streams 
and trails. There is a final draft of the new organizational chart and the next phase will be to populate the flow charts.  Lastly, 
Commissioner DiBerardinis stated that he is looking forward to a very bright future. 
 
Commission Chair Goldenberg asked the three Committee Chairs for updates.  Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair of 
the Land Use Committee, spoke first.  Commissioner Goldstein stated that along with Commission members, there are five 
non-Commission members (Max Berger, David Hollenberg, Joe Manko, Matt McClure and Joe Syrnick) who comprise the 
Committee.  The Committee’s charge is to research best practices from around the country for the new department to a 
number of areas: land use, open space preservation, watershed and natural lands management; the conveyance, acquisition, 
and lease of park and recreational land and facilities and sustainability of land and facilities.  The Committee’s first priority is 
to develop a policy and propose legislation regarding the conveyance and acquisition of park and recreational land and 
facilities. 
 
Commissioner Carol Rice, Chair of the Branding, Image and Communications Committee informed everyone that the 
Committee is made up of Commission members and other dedicated and committed individuals.  The Committee has been 
charged with developing ways that will promote and enhance the park and recreational facilities that continue to serve the 
residents of Philadelphia.  They are also committed to seeking public input. Within the next few days, there will be an e-mail 
address where the public can provide suggestions and comments to the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Pete Hoskins, Chair of the Revenue Enhancement Committee, said the members include Commission 
members and members of the public at-large.  The Committee’s initial meetings have been informational and they have 
discussed the priorities of their work over the next few years and beyond.  This Committee intends to support a strong 
advisory effort towards assuring enhanced funding for both parks and recreation functions.  They will also look at ways to 
remove obstacles to revenue enhancement and to press for ways that funds, currently lost to the parks and recreation 
functions, are redirected and increased to foster greater entrepreneurship. 
 
Commission Chair Goldenberg then opened the meeting to public comment.  James Royal from Strawberry Mansion stated 
that he thought the new Commission will do a good job.  Ron Thomas of the Branding Committee quoted Edgar Allen Poe’s 
“Morning in  the Wissahickon” and stated that the Wissahickon was the first piece of publicly owned land to be preserved.  
Janice Wilson, a resident of Overbrook Park, invited all Commissioners to visit Overbrook Park and added that she hopes that 
great things will happen to the Park in the future. 
 
Commission Chair Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 7:18PM.  The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and 
Recreation will be held on Wednesday, March 17th at 6:00PM at the Central Branch of the Free Library. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
Carol J. Roache,   
Administrative Assistant 


