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Mayor Nutter Uses Great American Smokeout to Unveil the 

City’s Ex-Smokers’ Hall of Fame 

In recognition of the Great American Smokeout, Mayor Michael A. Nutter launched the 

City of Philadelphia’s Ex-Smokers’ Hall of Fame, celebrating City employees who have quit 

smoking and have agreed to share their success stories with others.   

“As of 2010, we had the highest smoking rate of the ten largest U.S. cities, creating a 

serious public health issue for our citizens. Through new legislation, awareness campaigns, and 

Health Department cessation programs, we have seen decreases in our smoking rate and 

increases in the wellness of our citizens,” said Mayor Nutter.  “For many, quitting smoking is a 

serious challenge filled with attempts spanning years. I want to applaud the City employees who 

have taken advantage of the resources available to not only quit smoking but also to share their 

stories and inspire a lifestyle change in others through the Ex-Smoker’s Hall of Fame.” 

The Hall of Fame will be viewable on the Philadelphia Department of Public Health’s 

website (www.smokefreephilly.org/exsmoker) and consists of profiles and videotaped testimony 

of 18 City employees who quit smoking. A traveling exhibit will also make its rounds to 

institutions throughout Philadelphia.  
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“These stories demonstrate that Philadelphians can triumph over tobacco,” commented 

Dr. Donald F. Schwarz, Health Commissioner, City of Philadelphia. “I encourage other 

employers to follow the City’s lead and organize their own Ex-Smokers’ Hall of Fame events.” 

Over the last four years, rates of smoking in Philadelphia have decreased by 15 percent 

among adults and by 10 percent among youth, translating to over 40,000 fewer smokers. Smoke-

free policies for indoor and outdoor spaces, increases in state and federal tobacco taxes, hard-

hitting media campaigns, and enhanced access to cessation therapies have contributed to these 

declines. 

The City expanded employees’ insurance coverage for quit-smoking medications, worked 

with Medicaid plans to offer more comprehensive cessation benefits, and partnered with the PA 

Department of Health to provide free nicotine replacement therapy via the Pennsylvania Free 

Quitline. 

Smokers in Pennsylvania can receive free counseling and up to 8 weeks of free nicotine 

patches, gum, or lozenges by calling 1-800-QUIT-NOW. 

Schwarz also asked employers, hospitals, and universities to implement smoke-free 

policies for their campuses; tobacco retailers to reduce advertising for and the availability of 

flavored tobacco products that appeal to children; and health care providers to advise and assist 

all their patients to quit smoking. 

“Quit with help, quit for good,” instructed Schwarz. 

The Ex-Smokers’ Hall of Fame is part of the Philadelphia Department of Public Health’s 

Get Healthy Philly initiative. For more information about smoking cessation, visit 

www.smokefreephilly.org. For information about healthy eating and active living, visit 

www.foodfitphilly.org. 
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