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WE DO BIG EVENTS… WELL!  IN THIS ISSUE 

After enduring a long, bitterly cold winter, 
spring time is nearly upon us.  The weather 
will warm, the birds will begin to sing, and 
the familiar sounds of festivals, parades and 
spirited athletic competition will resonate 
through Philadelphia as the 2015 event 
season kicks into first gear.  Here are some 
upcoming events to keep on the radar: 
 
245th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Event Date: Sunday - March 15th, 2015 
Start Time: 12:00PM 
Founded in 1771, Philadelphia’s St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade is the 2nd oldest parade in the 
country.  The parade elements will form up 
on JFK Blvd. from 16th Street to 20th Street.  
From 16th Street & JFK Blvd., the parade will 
proceed north on 16th Street to Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway and west on Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway to the reviewing stand at 
Eakins Oval.  Be sure to arrive early to ensure 
a great view of the procession! 
 
Greek Independence Day Parade 
Event Date: Sunday - March 22nd, 2015 
Start Time: 2:00PM 
The Greek Independence Day Parade 
commemorates the victory of Greek 
Revolutionary Forces over the Ottoman 
Empire in 1821.  The parade elements will 

form up at 19th Street & Logan Circle and on 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway from 18th Street 
to 16th Street.  From 19th Street & Logan 
Circle, the parade will proceed west on 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway to the reviewing 
stand at Eakins Oval. 
 
Phillies Charities 5K 
Event Date: Saturday – March 28th, 2015 
Start Time: 8:00AM 
All net proceeds from the Phillies Charities 
5K benefit Phillies Charities, Inc.  The 5K 
begins on Phillies Drive in front of Citizens 
Bank Park.  Runners will travel on Phillies 
Drive to Darien Street, Darien Street to 
Pattison Avenue, Pattison Avenue to FDR 
Park, FDR Park perimeter road to Pattison 
Avenue, Pattison Avenue to “Little” Broad 
Street,” Little” Broad Street to Phillies Drive 
and continue on Phillies Drive to the finish 
line. 
 
Love Run Half Marathon 
Event Date: Sunday – March 29th, 2015 
Start Time: 8:00AM 
The Love Run Half Marathon premiered in 
2014 and promptly sold out to over 10,000 
runners in its first year.  The event projects to 
reach the same level of participation in 2015.  
CLICK HERE to view the 2015 course map.

 

Meet the Staff 

Jazelle Jones – Director of Operations and Deputy 
Managing Director  

Mechelle Sabb – Deputy Director of Operations 
Robert T. Allen – Assistant Managing Director  
Olivia Gillison – Assistant Managing Director  

 

Find us on 
Social Media! 
Twitter: 
@phillymdoevents 
Instagram: 
@phillymdoevents 
Facebook 

 
Website: www.phila.gov/mdo/specialevents  

Fact Corner 

The last Democratic National Convention 
held in Philadelphia was in 1948; Harry S. 
Truman was selected as the nominee. 

The Philadelphia Flower Show is the world’s 
longest-running and largest indoor flower 
show, attracting more than 250,000 people 
annually. 

What You Should Know 
by Robert Allen 

http://www.philadelphiastpatsparade.com/
http://hellenicfed.org/greek-independence-celebration/
http://philadelphia.phillies.mlb.com/phi/community/fivek/index.jsp
http://www.cgiracing.com/theloverun/
http://www.cgiracing.com/Portals/17/love%20run/course/LOVE%20RUN%20COURSE%20_v4%20final.pdf
http://www.twitter.com/phillymdoevents
http://www.instagram.com/phillymdoevents
http://on.fb.me/1ySmqrc
http://www.phila.gov/mdo/specialevents
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EVENT RECAP 

Philadelphia Auto Show 
The Philly Auto Show set an attendance record in 
2015, drawing more than 250,000 visitors for the 
whole week and over 100,000 in the final weekend 
of the show.  (Photo credit: VisitPhilly) 

Chinese New Year Parade  

The year of the goat/sheep/lamb was brought in 
with style on February 22nd. The annual Chinese 
New Year Lion Dance Parade took place in 
Chinatown with lots of food, firecrackers and 
festivities for everyone to enjoy. (Photo credit: 

Uwishunu) 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

More Special Events  
- Philadelphia Flower Show (2/28-3/8) 
- Run Into Spring 5K (3/1) 
- Philly Spring Clean Up Countdown (3/12) 
- SCH Academy Robotics Tournament (3/13) 
- Temple University Bicycling Competition (3/16) 
- Klein Wellness Center Grand Opening (3/16) 
- Get Your Rear In Gear Philadelphia (3/22) 
- Manayunk Fools Run (3/27) 

 
Film Projects 
- “Creed” (1/26-4/1) 

Everything seems to be coming up roses here 
in the City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly 
Affection. Our office could not be more 
excited about the recent announcement for 
the 2016 Democratic National Convention to 
be held in Philadelphia.  The news spread far 
and wide on the morning of February 12th.  
Surely, it is going to be a moment in history 
that no Philadelphian will want to miss.  
According to Philly.com, the estimated 
economic impact from hosting the 
convention could be as much as $200 million 
dollars in direct economic impact and $400 
million dollars for indirect economic impact. 
This announcement comes on the heels of 
several international and national accolades 
for the city. Over the next 18 months, 
Philadelphia will continue to grow and 
develop into the world class city it has clearly 
become.  What a wonderful way to usher in 
spring; welcome to the 2015 event season! 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Office of Special Events 
1401 JFK Blvd., Suite 1450 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

215-686-3488 

Featured above is the Mayor and other City Officials 
gathered for the 2016 DNC Announcement.  (Photo 

Credit: Mitch Leff, Mayor’s Office) 

 

#PHLDNC2016 
By Olivia Gillison 

Reminders from the Deputy 
By Mechelle Sabb 

Happy Event Season!  We are anxious and excited for all of the upcoming events scheduled 
to take place in 2015.  As a reminder, if you are planning to hold an event that requires City 
services or the closure of any major streets, I want to strongly encourage you to get your 
Special Event/Festival Street Closures Applications to us at least (90) days prior to your 
event date.  This will afford us time to thoroughly review and process your application.   

There are many factors that go into the planning of an event.  From permitting to 
operations, the Office of Special Events wants to help you make your event a success. 
Submitting all necessary applications in a reasonable timeframe and keeping OSE involved 
throughout your production process will afford us the opportunity to deliver optimal 
service.   

We look forward to working with you on another wonderful year, and I hope that you use 
our expertise in this field as a resource.  If you have any questions, concerns, or need further 
assistance with the planning of an event, we are always around and available to offer you 
our support. Do not hesitate to give us a call or shoot us an email. 

I wish you all the best of luck with your future events, and I look forward to visiting some of 
you throughout the event season. Don’t be surprised if I just happen to be in the 
neighborhood .     

 


