
Hello faithful readers and happy fall to all of you! The much anticipated
Papal Visit has come and gone, which means it’s time to enjoy all the
wonderful fall events that Philly has to offer. The traditional German
#Oktoberfest has made it’s way across the world and several of them
are popping up here this weekend. Other events such as Chestnut Hill
Fall for the Arts Festival or the Midtown Village Fall Festival will
showcase some of the best aspects of being here as the seasons change.
There’s even a Harry Potter Festival lined up for all of you Hogwarts fans
out there!

Philly has such an amazing events community and that couldn’t have
been showcased better by our #PHLEvents video! If you haven’t taken
the time to watch it yet, I encourage you all to do so. The video is hosted
on our YouTube channel now for everyone to enjoy. Our special
community of events is also apparent by being chosen as a World
Festival and Event City for the second year in a row by the International
Festival and Events Association. We are so excited to share the news
with you that we’ve included a special two page section this month
highlighting not only that award, but also the recognition of our
newsletter as winning the Silver Pinnacle Award in the category of Best
Event/Organization Newsletter.

I just wanted to take the time to personally thank all of you for
supporting The Monthly Special and engaging with us on Social Media.
To think that the newsletter has grown so much in the past nine
months, I’m excited to see where it will go from here. Winning the silver
award in our first year of entry is a testimony to all of the hard work that
goes into this each and every month. Don’t forget to share your pictures
and thoughts capturing #PHLEvents with us! I look forward to
welcoming in the holidays with you all next month :)
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Breezy days, crumpling leaves, pumpkin spiced lattes—fall is definitely in the
air! October is always an exciting time for Philly—from seasonal festivals to
multicultural celebrations, this month puts a spotlight on Philly and all of its
traditions.

When you think of October, you think of Halloween, Oktoberfest and
pumpkin flavored everything! We want you to enjoy all of the seasonal
festivities, such as Blocktoberfest on South Street, but we want you to enjoy
in moderation. Be aware of your surroundings when you’re attending late
night festivals such as Night Market on Frankford Ave, stay with your group
and be safe!

This goes for all you trick-or-treaters, as well. The Center for Disease Control
and Prevention has created a Halloween Health and Safety Guideline to help
make the holiday fun and safe for all trick-or-treaters! You can visit the
guideline here http://www.cdc.gov/family/halloween/ or by clicking on the
photo to the left.

Of course, no October spent in Philadelphia is complete without a visit to
Terror Behind the Walls at the Eastern State Penitentiary. Now open through
November 7, the ESP is the perfect blend of history and horror to get even
the bravest of the bunch’s heart racing. Plan your ESP visit here
http://www.easternstate.org/halloween or by clicking the photo to the left.

Aside from the ghouls and ghosts, October is a month rich in culture and
Philadelphia is thriving with events to showcase it city-wide. The Benjamin
Franklin Parkway is home to this month’s Puerto Rican Day Parade as well as
the Pulaski Day Parade. There is also the Argentinian Week Cultural
Showcase and the Columbus Day Parade and Festival.

Clickable Links

CDC Halloween
Health & Safety Tips

Terror Behind the Walls at
Easter State Penitentiary

For a complete list of events
this month, click the photo

below!
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October also sheds light and awareness on a very important cause as it is
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Each year, Philadelphia is a host
city of the Susan G. Komen 3-Day walk, uniting families of all walks of life
together for a single cause. This moving and emotional event offers an
experience that you will never forget and always be proud of.

October is also LGBTQ History Month. Beginning with the flag raising at
Philadelphia City Hall and continuing to Outfest ‘Coming Out’ Block Party,
together friends and family celebrate the achievements and history of the
LGBTQ community.

http://www.cdc.gov/family/halloween/
http://www.easternstate.org/halloween
http://www.phila.gov/MDO/SpecialEvents/Pages/CalendarofEvents.aspx
http://www.cdc.gov/family/halloween/ 
http://www.easternstate.org/halloween


The International Festivals & Events Association (IFEA
World) is ‘The Premiere Association Supporting and
Enabling Festival & Event Professionals Worldwide.’
IFEA’s vision is for ‘A Globally United Industry that
Touches Lives in a Positive Way through Celebration.’
The IFEA works hard to foster a community of
professional event organizers from around the world
and celebrates those successes of organizational
members at their annual Convention and
Trade Expo. The conference is
meant to highlight those who
have shaped the industry for
the better and provide an
environment in which

everyone can learn from one another. This year was the
60�� Anniversary of doing so and it was held in Tucson,
Arizona.

Each year cities worldwide are recognized as World Festival & Event Cities. This is
Philadelphia’s second year receiving this prestigious award for the city-wide unified effort to
make Philadelphia a festival city—from local community and cultural events to large scale
global festivals such as the 2015 World Meeting of Families Festival of Families. In addition

to the IFEA World Festival & Event City Award,
Philadelphia also placed second in the category
of Best Event/Organization Newsletter for the
HAAS & Wilkerson Pinnacle Awards. This was the
first year of entering an award in the Pinnacle
submissions and will look forward to submitting
many more next year.



It was Monday, September 21��, 2015 when
three representatives from the Office of
Special Events accepted the two separate
awards on behalf of the City of Philadelphia.
Our office sent Olivia Gillison, Mechelle Sabb
and Robert Allen (as pictured left to right in the
photo) to Tucson, Arizona in order to formally
receive congratulations from IFEA World
President & CEO, Steven Wood Schmader,
CFEE (pictured next to Robert Allen).

The following quote came from President
Schmader, “The IFEA/Hass & Wilkerson
Pinnacle Awards Competition recognizes the
outstanding accomplishments and top quality
creative, promotional, operational and
community outreach programs and materials
produced by festivals and events around the
world.”

The IFEA is the only recognition program of its
kind, to recognize great global festivals and
industry events and the cities and event
organizers that stage them and to receive it
two consecutive years is an honor.

Mayor Michael A. Nutter has said in the past
“we do big events” and stated last year
“Philadelphia is a world-class city and, as such,
we are fast becoming a destination to host big
events.” The same holds true even now.

We look forward to continuing our success next
year!

2015 IFEA

AWARDS



Last Month In Review
As Seen in the Streets

As we began to look at the Summer season through
our rearview mirrors, September quickly reminded us
how exciting Fall in Philly truly is. We kicked off
September with Jay Z and Roc Nation’s Made in
America Music Festival featuring big name artists
like Beyonce, Nick Jonas, and The Weeknd.
Following that we’ve seen seasonal celebrations like
both South Street and Frankford Hall’s Oktoberfest
block parties. The city looked a little greener on
Park(ing) Day 2015 where various parking spots
citywide were turned into temporary themed parks.
Finally, we’ve said goodbye to September with the
2015 World Meeting of Families Festival of Families
and Papal Visit. Kudos to the “Pope 5” and the US
Secret Service (photo on the right taken by Mitch Leff) for
making it all possible and run without a hitch.

The Long & Short of September

These three images represent a few of the
biggest events we had in September. In the
top left hand corner is a collage from the ever
popular Baltimore Avenue Dollar Stroll (photo

credit: Olivia Gillison); beneath that we have a
photo from the crowd enjoying the
Manayunk StrEAT Festival (photo credit: Olivia

Gillison); and to the right is a photo of from the
Made in America Music Festival that took
place on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway.
(photo credit: Kait Privitera ). As you can tell,
participants, organizers and responders all
enjoy what #PHLEvents have to offer!

Pictured: Joe Sullivan, Mayor Michael Nutter, Desiree Peterkin-Bell,
 Joe Clancy, Jazelle Jones, Samantha Phillips and Everett Gillison.



October’s Event Agenda
On the Horizon
October 1�� – 7��
Terror Behind the Walls – ESP @ 2027 Fairmount Ave. (9/17-11/21)
Sam Durant Sculpture on Display – Thomas Paine Plaza (9/29-11/4)
LGBT History Month Flag Raising Ceremony – Philadelphia City Hall (10/1)
Night Market Philadelphia – Frankford Ave. From Girard to W. Palmer St. (10/1)
Susan G. Komen Philadelphia 3-day – route through Philly, Convention Center & Navy Yard (10/2-10/4)
Opera Philadelphia Gala – 200 S. Broad St. (10/2)
Blocktoberfest – 1400-1700 South St. & 500-600 blks of 15th, 16th & 17th Sts. (10/3)
Midtown Village Fall Festival – 12-1300 Chesnut St.; 12-1300 Sansom St.; 100-200 13th St.; 1300 Drury St.;
1300 Chancellor St. (10/3)
Olney Youth Arts Festival – West Chew Ave. btwn N. 5th St. & N. Fairhill St. (10/3)
Opera Philadelphia Simulcast – Independence Mall (10/3)
SPIN5k Run/Walk/Roll –  10501 Drummon Rd. (10/4)
Annual Puerto Rican Day Parade 2015 – Benjamin Franklin Parkway (10/4)
Chestnut Hill Fall for the Arts – 8000-8700 Germantown Ave. (10/4)
Boricua Festival – West Lehigh Ave. btwn 5th and American Sts.; Fairhill Square Park (10/4)
Coqui Festival – 2500 N. American St. (10/4)
Pulaski Day Parade – Benjamin Franklin Parkway (10/4)

October 8�� – 14��
Ye She - Night Market Chinatown – 100-300 10th St.; 900-1100 Race St. (10/8)
Argentinean Flag Raising Ceremony – Philadelphia City Hall (10/9)
18�� Annual Great Eastern State Break Out 5k Race – Start & End: 22nd and Brown St. (10/10)
Friends of Rittenhouse Square 18�� St. Closing – 18th St. From Walnut to Locust St. (10/10)
Brew Fair – 900 N. 27th St. (10/10)
Police & Fire Hero Thrill Show – Wells Fargo Center Parking Lot (10/10)
River City Festival – Penn Treaty Park (10/10)
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Italian Festival – S. 9th St. btwn Moore & Tasker Sts. & 16-1700 S. 9th St. (10/11)

October 15�� – 21��
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer – Memorial Hall Rec Center (10/17)
Flyers 5K – Xfinity Live! (10/17)
Philly 400 Run Councilman Kenyatta Johnson – Franklin Delano Roosevelet Park (10/17)
Fire Safety Exposition & Muster Event – 5200 Pennypack St (10/18)
AIDS Walk/Run Philly 5K 2015 – Eakins Oval (10/18)

October 22ⁿ� – 31��
Rock N’ Roll ½ Marathon – Eakins Oval, MLK Drive & Kelly Drive (10/31)

Special Fact of the Month: The municipality's park
system consists of 63 parks covering 9,200 acres;
making it one of the  largest in the nation.

For a full detailed list of events, please visit the Calendar on our website!

http://www.phila.gov/MDO/SpecialEvents/Pages/CalendarofEvents.aspx

