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What is CO?     
 
Carbon Monoxide, commonly called CO,  
is an odorless, tasteless and non-irritating  
gas.  
   .   
Why is CO dangerous?  
 
When breathed, CO combines with the  
body’s blood and prevents it from  
absorbing oxygen.  Symptoms of CO  
poisoning include dizziness, headaches,  
nausea, sleepiness and flu-like symptoms. 
In extreme cases, CO poisoning can be fatal. 
 
What causes CO?     
 
Carbon Monoxide results from the incomplete   
combustion of gasoline, kerosene, natural gas,  
propane, wood, charcoal, diesel fuel, home-heating  
oil, all plastics and almost any combustible material,  
such as tobacco and paper.   
 
The primary causes of CO problems  
with natural gas equipment  
include… 
 
Improperly installed or poorly maintained vents,  
chimneys or space-heating equipment.  Using gas  
ranges or ovens for home heating. 
      

 

Where should CO Alarms be installed? 
 
CO alarms are required to be installed within 15 feet of the entrance of 
every bedroom or within 15 feet of a bed in sleeping areas where there is no 
enclosed bedroom. The alarms can be installed on walls or ceilings, in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. Combination smoke and 
CO alarms must be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
instructions for smoke alarms. CO alarms should not be placed in areas 
likely to be damaged by children or pets. 

Safety Tips: 
 

•Install a carbon monoxide detector that is 
approved by Underwriters laboratory. 

 
•Have your heating equipment and vents/
chimneys cleaned and inspected annually 

by a qualified technician. 
 

•Keep wood stoves and fireplaces clean 
and properly drafted. 

 
•Don’t leave vehicles or gasoline powered 

equipment running in a garage or other 
indoor areas. 

 
•Never use outdoor grills inside or in an 

enclosed space. 
 

•Never use your oven, stove or range to 
heat your home. 

 
•Never block air to spaces containing the 
furnace, boiler or other gas appliances. 

CO Emergency Procedures 
 
If you think CO is present, open windows, doors 
and exit the building at once!   
 
Get everyone out into the fresh air. 
 
Call 9-1-1 immediately from a neighbor’s house. 
 
All residents MUST know the safety tips to provide 
protection against carbon monoxide (CO) dangers.  
 
As of February 11, 2014 the  
Philadelphia Fire Department has  
responded to 257 CO incidents.  
Of those incidents, 11 resulted in 20 patients being 
transported to area hospitals.  
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