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Thursday, October 29, 2015 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 
The Philadelphia Fire Department and the American Red Cross Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Chapter (SEPA) will join forces to implement the “Change Your Clock, 
Change Your Smoke Alarm” Fall Campaign. 
 
Philadelphia, PA: Fire Commissioner Derrick J.V. Sawyer announces that the Philadelphia 
Fire Department and the American Red Cross SEPA Chapter will join forces to promote the 
“Change Your Clock, Change Your Smoke Alarm” Fall Campaign. 
 
We continue to remind our citizens that the Philadelphia Fire Code requires all battery 
powered smoke alarms to have 10 year non-removable batteries.  In order to improve the 
public’s awareness about the importance of being prepared, Commissioner Sawyer and Mr. 
Michael Kiley-Zufelt, Preparedness Manager, American Red Cross SEPA Chapter, will visit 
Aramingo Adult Day Care, 3307 Agate Street, on Friday, October 30, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. to 
personally encourage all residents to participate in this life saving campaign. 
 
Following the event, volunteers from the American Red Cross will join Commissioner 
Sawyer, Mr. Kiley-Zufelt and members of Engine 28, Ladder 16, to conduct fire and life 
safety home surveys. The group will distribute fire safety literature and install 10-year non-
removable battery smoke alarms on the 3300 blocks of Agate and Tulip Streets.  
 
On Saturday, October 31st and Sunday, November 1st, all fire suppression companies in the 
city will visit homes in their Fire Safety and Education Districts to install new 10-year, non- 
removable battery smoke alarms, distribute literature, answer questions and encourage 
residents to prepare a home escape plan.  This is also an opportunity to test your smoke 
alarms to insure that they are working properly.   
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