
Evaluation for June Workshops for Registered Community Organizations (RCOs)  

Tuesday, June 3: 5:30pm 
 
1515 Arch Street, 18th floor, Room 18029 
 

 
1. Was the format and materials provided for this workshop helpful for your interests? 

If Yes- how?      If No- what was missing? 

14 responses- All circled YES 

Comments: 

1. Donna you are so organized to break down all that info into a (sure) format, in my opinion called for no questions 

from me. 

2. Very specific, comprehensive 

3. provided clear direction on how our new RCO must operate for effective results! 

4. Excellent meeting 

5. Details provided to enhance limited knowledge. Handouts help to understand RCO process and responsibilities. 

6. Loved the materials, some were updated; thanks for the heads-up on the new feature on L&I site; glad you are 

posting the presentations and materials on the site. 

 

2. Question(s) not answered:  Your email address:_______________________________________________ 
  [We’ll get back to you with an answer- expand on back, if needed] 

1.When an institution government agency (PHA) has a major development over all as in Lower North Philly Plan 

(Arlington Monument, Oakdale and Blumberg) but it is divided into smaller projects, how is impacted determined? 

This project is still in early stages of planning and is not ready for review. A large project that is divided into smaller LOTS 
may avoid Civic Design Review, but in a case of an agency like PHA, it’s not likely they would want to avoid this. 

 

QUESTIONS (recorded at beginning) 

1. How many meetings can be requested by an applicant? 
That’s up to the governing rules of the RCO, and may also depend on the scale of the project. There aren’t any specific 
regulations around this. 
2. How long to wait? How many times to reschedule a meeting with an applicant? 
Same answer as #1. If you’re not getting a response from an applicant who is required to meet with you, document that 
and send to ZBA. 
3. Difference between special exception and variance? 
See the presentation slides. The basic difference is that a special exception USE is neither prohibited or allowed. It 
requires an “objector” to make the case of a negative impact. 
 



4. Best practices for RCOs? 
That’s what we covered in this workshop. All materials will be posted to the phila.gov/cityplanning website- RCO page. 
 
5. Legal Liabilities of an RCO?- (D&O- Director & Officers Insurance) 
Some RCOs pay for this insurance to protect their personal assets. RCOs are entering into a regulatory area, which opens 
them up to possible legal action. For more information, speak with an attorney familiar with this kind of insurance. 
 
6. How can RCO have impact on by-right projects? Meet with by-right developers? 
There are no requirements for public notification for “by-right” projects. They meet all requirements of the code. Some 
developers will want to meet with the community anyway, because they want community support to protect their 
investment. 
 
7. Website for RCO info? 
www.phila.gov/cityplanning  go to the RCO page. 
 
8. When do developers not need to meet with RCO? 
When the project is by-right. 
 
9. 501C3 required? 
Required for what? The criteria for acceptance as an RCO is in the application form, and explained in the “RCO 
Registration Clinic Handout”. Nonprofit status may be required when applying for certain funding. 
 
10. What happens when RCOs overlap? 
District Councilperson’s office decides who the “coordinating RCO” is—they are responsible for coordinating the 
meeting logistics and working with all the other RCOs to plan the meeting, document the meeting and to send the 
findings to ZBA. 

http://www.phila.gov/cityplanning

