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Stantec Architecture Inc. 
1056 Thomas Jefferson Street NW 
Washington DC  20007-3813 
Tel: (202) 333-2711 
Fax: (202) 333-3159 

 

 Doing business as: 
Stantec Architecture and Engineering (NY) 
Stantec Architecture P.C. (DC, MS, MO, NE) 
For a list of our registered architects, please visit www.stantec.com/registeredarchitects 

 

March 14, 2014 
File: 218310160 

Reference:  New Residential Tower – Building Materials Summary 
Mellon Independence Center 

  701 East Market Street 
  Philadelphia PA   19106 

The design of a residential tower on the Mellon Independence Center site respects the historic character of the existing building fabric.   The positioning of the tower on the site and the material color selection have been chosen to minimize the 
visual impact of the tower and not detract from Mellon Independence Center’s long established prominence on Market Street. 

The location of the tower at the central rear of the block, facing Filbert Street, was selected to minimize site lines of the tower as one would approach the intersections of 7th and Market Streets or 8th and Market.  Streets.  As shown in the 
perspective renderings of these intersections, the upper portion of the tower is visible but it’s appearance could easily be mistaken as being grounded on another parcel of land outside the Mellon Independence Center site.  

The existing façade along Filbert Street and the return wall entering the loading area will be preserved.  These walls support the two historic bridges, the masonry bridge that spans Filbert Street and the copper bridge that spans over the loading 
entranceway.  Preserving these walls maintains the historic integrity of the facades and their relationship to the bridges.  Any repair or alteration to these walls (primarily at the street level) will incorporate brick masonry to match as close as 
possible to the existing color and texture of the existing façade.  Any new walls erected in the existing loading area will use the same brick masonry and will have openings of similar proportions and arrangement of the existing facades. 

The material/color selections for the tower are focused on a modern facade to contrast the historic structure.  The proposed tower material colors are charcoal, light grey, and natural aluminum with light Prussian blue accent.  The primary 
building façade elements are aluminum panel and glass window wall systems.    The building is framed in the darker panels which bring focus to the paired floors of living units.  An alternating band of accent color alternates between the 
gridded areas creating a structured but playful movement to the façade.  The glazing will be light grey mounted in natural aluminum colored frames. 

Overall, we believe that positioning of the addition and the selection of materials complement the existing historic structure. 

STANTEC ARCHITECTURE INC. 

David Capelli, AIA 
Vice President 
Phone: 202-339-6882  
Fax: 202-333-3159  
david.capelli@stantec.com 
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