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Philadelphia has the highest rate of bicycle 

commuters of the ten largest cities in 

America, and the eighth highest rate of the 

70 largest cities. 

2.3%



SCHUYLKILL RIVER BOARDWALK



TRAILS AND TRANSPORATION















CIRCUIT TRAILS



TACONY CREEK TRAIL



PENN STREET TRAIL



MANAYUNK BRIDGE



MANAYUNK BRIDGE



GRAYS FERRY CROSSING



GRAYS FERRY CROSSING



CHESTER CREEK TRAIL





Miles of Circuit trails completed 
by County – 2014
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SPRING GARDEN STREET GREENWAY



M. Baker/Philadelphia Parks and Recreation

WISSAHICKON GATEWAY



A Multi-Pronged Approach to 

Cyclist and Pedestrian Counting

• DVRPC is initiating an improved  

program for bicycle and 

pedestrian counting 

• The program will include both 

permanent, continuous counts 

and regularly-collected week-

long counts

Source: EcoCounter



Continuous Automated 

Trail User Counting 

Program



All Trails – August 2014



Christopher Linn, AICP

Manager, Office of  Environmental Planning

215.238.2873

clinn@dvrpc.org

Questions?

mailto:Clinn@dvrpc.org
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Thank you to our Pennsylvania Partners:Thank you to our Pennsylvania Partners:



A trail from Maine to Florida 

Vi i
• Equitable transportation, 
Vision:

q p
recreation, mobility 

• Traffic free
• Connecting cities
• Helping local communitiesHelping local communities
• Connecting natural places
• Connecting to public• Connecting to public 

transportation

George Washington Bridge, New York City



East Coast Greenway Statistics:

A 2 900 mile path•A 2,900-mile path 
•Maine to Florida

i i•25 Cities
•15 states and the District of
Columbia

•Over 90 counties
•Over 400 municipalities
•50 million people live50 million people live
Within 10 miles of the 
ECGECG

• 30% off road nationally



National Bicycle Routes

The ECG is most densely populated national Bicycle Route



East Coast Greenwayy

Interim routing:
Trenton Road - Fairless Hills

Final routing:Final routing:
Penn Street Trail - Philadelphia



Current Route in Pennsylvania



Current Route in Pennsylvania



Current Route in Pennsylvania



Current Route in Pennsylvania



Current Route in Pennsylvania



Current Route in Pennsylvania



Current Route in Pennsylvania



Changes coming in the route in Philadelphia



Changes coming in 2015



Changes coming



Changes coming



Scenes in Pennsylvania



Scenes in Pennsylvania



Scenes in Pennsylvania



Scenes in Pennsylvania



Scenes in Pennsylvania



Scenes in Pennsylvania









How you can help:

Petition to create a bike and pedestrian 
bridge across the Susquehannabridge across the Susquehanna 
at Havre de Grace, Maryland



Andy Hamilton
267 236 3407267-236-3407
andy@greenway.org
www.greenway.org



Phil d l hi T il M t PlPhiladelphia Trail Master Plan
Plan Overview & 2014 UpdatePlan Overview & 2014 Update

Jeannette Brugger, AICP

Philadelphia City Planning Commission
1

Philadelphia City Planning Commission





RENEW: 

> Complete, expand, and connect watershed parks and 
t il i th Cit d th i (6 1)trails in the City and the region. (6.1)

> Create a citywide trails master plan to coordinate the 
planning and construction of trail systems withinplanning and construction of trail systems within 
Philadelphia. (6.1.1)

> Create a trail corridor network that connects parks, 
neighborhoods, and trails citywide. (6.1.2)



Why Plan?
Value of Trails: Goals of Trail Network: 
• Recreation 
• Economic Development

• Connectivity 
• Safety

• Transportation 
• Environmental 

• Encouragement
• Open Space

• Quality of Life
p p

Boxers’ TrailBoxers  Trail



Why Plan?

Trail Development Momentum

Efficient Use of Limited Funding 

City-led Prioritization of Future Projects

Schuylkill BanksSchuylkill Banks



Existing TrailsExisting Trails 
220 mi Total 
65 mi Hard Surface
155 mi Soft Surface155 mi Soft Surface



Since 2011 -Since 2011 
16.7 mi Completed
4.2 mi Under Construction
3 7 mi In Design3.7 mi In Design 
15.2 mi In Planning



Trail Network Progress – 2011 ‐ Present



Trail Planning Efforts for Specific Segments 

• Fairmount Park Master Plans  
• Green2015
• Philadelphia2035
• TIGER
• DVRPC Regional Trail Council
• DCNR-Regional Trail Gapsg p
• City projects
• Non-profit led projectsNon profit led projects



Existing City Roles

• Construction projects

Existing City Roles

Construction projects
• Planning/Feasibility projects

A li ti f f di• Applications for funding
• Letters of Supportpp
• Board roles: DVRPC, SRDC, DRWC, etc. 
• Councilperson coordination• Councilperson coordination 
• Interagency coordination 
• Maintenance



Goals of Trail Master Plan

• Identify existing trails and connectionsy g
• Identify proposed trails and connections

Id tif l i i i d f di t• Identify planning, engineering, and funding partners 
for each trail segment

• Clarify roles and procedures for City agencies and 
non-profit entities as projects move from concept tonon-profit entities as projects move from concept to 
planning, preliminary design, construction, and use

• Prioritize trail segments for expansion, improvement, 
and new construction 



Steering and Advisory Committees

Steering Committee Advisory Committee
DVRPC• City Planning

• Parks & Recreation

• DVRPC
• DCNR
• PennDOTParks & Recreation 

• MOTU
• Streets

• SEPTA
• Friends of the Wissahickon
• SRDC• Streets

• Commerce
• Clean Air Council
• PA Environmental Council
• Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia

• PWD
• PIDC

Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia
• DRCC
• DRWC
• East Coast Greenway Alliance

• PRA
• MOS

• East Coast Greenway Alliance
• Schuylkill Project
• Surrounding Counties

• MOS



Proposed TrailsProposed Trails
92 miles



Proposed Trails

Tacony – Pennypack Connector Fox Chase Lorimer Connector

Schuylkill Center for Enviro Edu. ‐ SRTBaxter Trail



Inventory of Proposed Trails

By Project Type –
1 Watershed Park1. Watershed Park 
2. Delaware River Trail
3. Schuylkill River Trail
4 Sidepath/Roadway4. Sidepath/Roadway
5. Miscellaneous



Prioritizing Proposed TrailsPrioritizing Proposed Trails

Goal: Prioritization of Proposed Trails
5 Factors 27 Criteria:5 Factors, 27 Criteria:

1. Prior Commitments
2 D d2. Demand
3. Feasibility
4. Connectivity
5 Cost5. Cost



1. Prior Commitments

• Project Status
– Construction, Pre-

Construction, Final Design, 
Feasibility/Preliminary 
Design, Conceptual, Vision

• Dedicated Plan ed ca ed a
• Support in Prior Planning 

D tDocuments



2. Demand
• Close to:

– Schools
– Parks
– Recreation Center
– High Use Trailg

• Close to: 
– Subway
– Bus StopBus Stop
– Regional Rail

• In area of: 
Z A t O hi– Zero Auto Ownership 

– High Bike Commuting
– High Pedestrian 

C tiCommuting
• Enable Access to 

Waterfront
• Fills Gap in Walkable to 

Public Open Space Map



3. Connectivity

• Completes a Gap in: p p
– Trail Network (3x)
– Bicycle Network– Bicycle Network

• Connects to On-Road 
GGreenway

• Part of Major 
Riverfront Spine 
Trail

• Will Serve as Feeder 
to Major Existing

z

to Major Existing 
Trail

z



4. Feasibility

• Barriers
• Land Ownership 

SecuredSecured
• On Gov’t Land
• Multi-Agency Project
• Dedicated Group p

for Stewardship
• PWD Priority Area• PWD Priority Area
• Investment Needed 

z



5. Cost

• Cost Estimate BasedCost Estimate Based 
on Construction 
Documents or PriorDocuments or Prior 
Similar Projects



Priority Rank - 2014Priority Rank 2014
17 mi  High Priority
35 mi Medium Priority
40 mi Low Priority40 mi Low Priority



Priorities by Project Type



Funding Received in 2013‐2014g
More than $3.5M from 
• DCNR Community Conservation 

Partnerships Program
DCED Recreation Trails and• DCED Recreation, Trails, and 
Greenways Program 

• PA Commonwealth FinancingPA Commonwealth Financing 
Agency Multimodal Fund

• PA DEP Coastal Zone Management g
Program

• DVRPC Transportation Community 
Development InitiativeDevelopment Initiative 



Implementation
Philadelphia Trail Committee

p

• Support for State, Federal 
FundingFunding 

• Communicate City Priorities 
t F di A ito Funding Agencies

• Design Review and Support g pp
• Staff Time for High Priority 

Projects PPR PCPCProjects – PPR, PCPC
Annual Plan Updates 



Philadelphia Trail UpdatePhiladelphia Trail Update
Rob Armstrong, Preservation and Capital 

Projects Manager

A d f N t l S iAcademy of Natural Sciences 

of Drexel Universityy

October 30th, 2014





Philadelphia Parks & Recreation
Trail System

• Designated trails within PPR’s system=220 miles
• Primary TrailsPrimary Trails 

– Schuylkill River Trail Segments in Philadelphia 
• 2013 ‐Montgomery County Line to Shawmont (TIGER)
• 2012 ‐Manayunk Canal Towpath Rehabilitation (DCNR)
• 2011 ‐ Ridge Avenue to Falls Bridge (PennDOT/DCNR)
• Kelly Drive Recreation Path• Kelly Drive Recreation Path
• Schuylkill Banks (Schuylkill River Development Corp)
• 2012 ‐ Bartram’s Garden Trail (TIGER)
• Bartram’s Mile (upcoming)
• Studies underway to complete SRT in Lower Schuylkill 
(SRDC/PPR)( / )



Philadelphia Parks & Recreation
Trail System

• Primary Trails
– East Coast Greenwayy

• Baxter Trail (in construction) w/ Delaware River City 
Corp

• K & T Trail (upcoming) w/ Delaware River City Corp

• Port Richmond Trail w/ Delaware River City Corp/ y p

• Cobbs Creek Trail (completed from 63rd and Market to 
70th and Cobbs Creek Parkway)

• Cobbs Creek Connector Trail (from 70th and Parkway to 
Heinz Wildlife Refuge) w/ Clean Air Council



Watershed Park Trails & PartnershipsWatershed Park Trails & Partnerships

C bb C k C i hi i h• Cobbs Creek Connector ‐ PPR in partnership with 
Clean Air Council

h– Will ultimately connect 70th & Cobbs Creek Parkway 
with Heinz Wildlife Refuge

• Phase A presently in design 70th to Woodland Avenue• Phase A presently in design: 70th to Woodland Avenue
• Construction in 2015/6
• Funded by DCNR, DVRPC and CZMFunded by DCNR, DVRPC and CZM
• Phase B – CZM/DCNR funds recently awarded to Clean 
Air/PPR for preliminary design: Woodland Ave to Cibotti
Recreation CenterRecreation Center

• Phase D – Sarbanes Grant to Clean Air Council for design



Cobbs Creek Connector Segment ACobbs Creek Connector, Segment A



Cobbs Creek Connector/Phase ACobbs Creek Connector/Phase A



Tacony Creek TrailTacony Creek Trail
• Tacony Trail Master Plan, 2001
• Extends the existing Tacony Creek 

Trail, which runs from Montgomery 
County boundary to south of y y
Roosevelt Boulevard
– 2013 ‐ Phase 1 From I & Ramona 

Streets to Rorer StreetStreets to Rorer Street
– Funded by DCNR, DVRPC and City of 

Philadelphia
E t ith S tt d– Easement with Scattergood 
Foundation

– 2015 ‐ Phase 2—complete trail 
d R lt Bl dunder Roosevelt Blvd

– Funded by City of Philadelphia 
Capital Budget



Tacony Creek Trail Phase 1 & 2Tacony Creek Trail, Phase 1 & 2



Tacony Creek Trail Section 
1/Completed 2013



Poquessing Creek TrailPoquessing Creek Trail

• Poquessing Trail Master Plan, 2001
• Funded by DCNR and City of 

PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia
• Easement with PIDC and Origlio

Beverage
• Connects a previously underserved• Connects a previously underserved 

population in Far NE with large 
watershed park and 500+ acre 
Benjamin Rush State ParkBenjamin Rush State Park

• 1.5 mile trail
• Almost complete construction/ribbon 

tti i l t 2014cutting in late 2014



Poquessing Creek TrailPoquessing Creek Trail



Poquessing Creek Park TrailPoquessing Creek Park Trail



Frankford Creek GreenwayFrankford Creek Greenway

PCPC/PPR F ibilit t d• PCPC/PPR Feasibility study 
completed June 2014, funded 
by DVRPC/William Penn

• Area between Tacony Creek 
Park and Delaware Avenue/ 
Port Richmond Trail (ECG)Port Richmond Trail (ECG)

• Grant award announced 
October 2014—DCNR for 
S t A ($400 000)Segment A ($400,000)—area 
between Aramingo Ave and N 
Delaware Ave/Port Richmond 
Trail



Frankford Creek GreenwayFrankford Creek Greenway



Next StepsNext Steps
• PPR will continue to work• PPR will continue to work 

with the Philadelphia City 
Planning Commission to 
implement high priority p g p y
projects

• PPR will continue working 
with its non‐profit 

d f dpartners and funders to 
implement projects

• PPR will continue to work 
with communities andwith communities and 
neighborhoods 
throughout Philadelphia 
to design, build and g ,
maintain amenities that 
benefit all trail users



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Port Richmond 
Trail



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Port Richmond 
TrailTrail



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

lDelaware Avenue 
Extension



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

lDelaware Avenue 
Extension



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

B id b  Bridesburg 
Riverfront Park



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

K&T Trail



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Frankford  Lardner’s 
Boat Launch

Tacony Boat 
Launch

Point Park

K&T TrailK&T Trail
Parks



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

T  Tacony 
Holmesburg Trail



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Tacony‐Holmesburg Tacony Holmesburg 
Trail



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

P k   Pennypack on 
the Delaware



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Pennypack on 
the Delaware



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Baxter Trail



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Baxter 
TrailTrail



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Pleasant Hill 
ParkPark



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

St t  R d State Road 
Bike Lanes



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

St t  R d State Road 
Bike Lanes



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Volunteer 
EventsEvents



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

Movie Night



Delaware River City Corporation
North Delaware Riverfront Greenway

5k Run/Walk



A Schuylkill Banks Update

Presented at the
Philadelphia Trails Update Event

October 30, 2014



The Tidal Schuylkill
An Emerging Regional Center

• 8 Miles of River; 16 miles of 
Riverfront and Greenway 

An Emerging Regional Center

y

• 4 Universities

• 3 Hospitals and Health Care 
Industry

• Central Business District

• 27 Neighborhoods• 27 Neighborhoods 

• 4 National Historic Landmarks

• 15 Bridges/ Mass-Transit 
Connections

























SCHUYLKILL BANKS BOARDWALKSCHUYLKILL BANKS BOARDWALK

Trail – Locust Street to South Street























So, what’s next?,



Existing Conditions – from South Street



SCHUYLKILL TRAILS
S th St t Ch i ti St T il E t iSouth St. to Christian St. Trail Extension



CHOP Proposed Trail Connection



And then what?



GRAYS FERRY CRESCENTGRAYS FERRY CRESCENT 





CONNECTION TO BARTRAM’S MILECONNECTION TO BARTRAM S MILE 



Bartram’s Mile – Visioning PhaseBartram s Mile Visioning Phase



Bartram’s North – View of Northern OverlookBartram s North View of Northern Overlook



View from 56th Street PlazaView from 56 Street Plaza



Looking downriver from 56th StreetLooking downriver from 56 Street



Riverbank North of Passyunk Avenue





THE DELAWARE RIVER WATERFRONT CORPORATION 

Philadelphia Trails Update 
30 October 2014 



MASTER PLAN PROPOSED TRAIL NETWORK 
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Columbus Boulevard Trail 
Existing Regional Bikeway 
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DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL PRELIMINARY DESIGN REPORT 



PENN STREET TRAIL 



PENN STREET TRAIL 



DRT FINAL DESIGN CONTRACT 



SOUTHERN SECTION ACQUISITIONS 



SOUTHERN SECTION ACQUISITIONS 



SOUTHERN OFF-ROAD SECTION 



NORTHERN OFF-ROAD SECTION 



NORTHERN OFF-ROAD SECTION 



CENTRAL ON-ROAD SECTION 



CENTRAL ON-ROAD SECTION 



CENTRAL ON-ROAD SECTION 
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