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3.5 HISTORIC RESOURCES 

The Logan Square neighborhood has a wealth of 
historic properties on both the National Register 
and the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.  The 
National Register of Historic Places, administered by 
the National Park Service and the Department of the 
Interior, was created in 1966 by federal legislation.  
Three National Register Historic Districts overlap 
areas of Logan Square: some properties along 
North Broad Street are a part of the Broad Street 
NR Historic District, the 1900 and 2000 blocks of 
Spring Garden Street are part of the Spring Garden 
NR Historic District, and the Parkway south to and 
including Logan Square is part of the Fairmount 
Park NR Historic District.  Individual properties 
on the National Register, include the Arch Street 
Presbyterian Church, the Cathedral of SS. Peter and 
Paul, Family Court building, Franklin Institute, and 
the Board of Education Building.

Two buildings in the Logan Square neighborhood 
recognized for their national significance are 
National Historic Landmarks, the Pennsylvania 

Academy of Fine Arts and the Insurance Company of 
North America, now the Phoenix.

Philadelphia City Council created the Philadelphia 
Register of Historic Places in 1955.  Listed buildings 
include landmark buildings, such as the Free Library 
and Family Court building as well as the Franklin 
Institute, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, and 
the Cathedral.  Residential buildings on the register 
include the row of houses along Mole Street and the 
mid-19th century houses clustered around 21st and 
Cherry Streets.  The core residential area of Logan 
Square includes several blocks where groups of 
attached rowhouses are locally listed.  These include 
houses on Lambert Street, Woodstock Street, 21st 
Street, Van Pelt Street, Cherry Street and Appletree 
Street.  This core residential area would likely be 
eligible for designation both as a national and local 
register historic district.  The 1900 and 2000 blocks of 
Spring Garden Street are a part of the Spring Garden 
Historic District.  The Swann Memorial Fountain is 
also on the Philadelphia Register.

The National Register designation is mostly honorary.  
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Review of work to a resource on the National Register 
only takes place when a federal agency is involved or 
federal monies are used for the work.  However, if the 
property is income-producing, a rehabilitation project 
may be eligible for the Rehabilitation Tax Credit, up 
to 20% of the rehabilitation costs.

Protection of historic sites occurs at the local level.  
If a resource is listed on the Philadelphia Register, 
any work, including demolition, must receive the 
approval of the Philadelphia Historical Commission 
before a building permit can be issued.

Map 6 shows the locations of properties with historic 
designation.

Map 6. Historic Resources

Image 18.  1924-26 Arch Street.
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3.6 PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

Parks and Open Space Maintained by 
Fairmount Park Commission

Logan Square

Logan Square, the original northwest square of 
William Penn’s plan originally, provided burial plots, 
pasturage, and a place for public executions. In 1825, 
the square was renamed for James Logan, who served 
as secretary to William Penn and chief justice to the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court.  As the neighborhood 
developed, the City improved the square, planting 
trees and installing walks and fences.   Its size and 
appearance changed dramatically with the adoption 
of Jacques Gréber's Parkway plan of 1919.  Basing 
his design on Paris’s Place de la Concorde, Gréber 
created a large traffic circle in the square with space 
for a monument and formal gardens. The Square's 
western boundary, originally closed to 19th Street, 
was extended to 20th.  In linking the Square to 
Center City and the upper Parkway, the immediate 
surrounding area changed from a residential 

neighborhood to a locale for major cultural 
institutions.

Several distinct areas form Logan Square, including 
Aviator Park along 20th Street, the Circle, the area 
along Vine Street across from the Free Library of 
Philadelphia and the Family Court Building, and the 
Sister Cities Park along 18th Street.  
Aviator Park was recently rehabilitated.  
Improvements include new landscaping, signage, 
seating, trash receptacles, and improved paths to 
accommodate a diversity of uses by surrounding 
cultural and educational institutions.  Moore College 
of Art showcases student work along the edge of Race 
Street. 

In the center of Logan Circle is the Swann Memorial 
Fountain (1924), also known as The Fountain of 
the Three Rivers.  It was created by Wilson Eyre, 
Jr. and sculptor Alexander Stirling Calder.  Recent 
landscape enhancements to Logan Circle include the 
installation of new raised planting beds and lawns, 
gravel paths, and benches.  

Map 7. Institutions and Open Space

EXISTING CONDITIONS - PARKS AND OPEN SPACE



LOGAN SQUARE – PARKWAY NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 56

V
A

N
  P

EL
T 

 S
TR

EE
T

21
ST

  S
TR

EE
T

20
TH

  S
TR

EE
T

18
TH

  S
TR

EE
T

16
TH

  S
TR

EE
T

15
TH

  S
TR

EE
T

22
N

D
  S

TR
EE

T

ARCH  STREET

MARKET STREET

CHERRY  STREET

RACE  STREET

17
TH

  S
TR

EE
T

VINE  STREET  EXPRESSWAY

23
R

D
 S

TR
EE

T

19
tT

H
  S

TR
EE

T

CALLOWHILL  STREET

HAMILTON  STREET

Railroad Right of Way

CUTHBERT  STREET

APPLETREE  STREET

M
O

LE
  S

TR
EE

T

KELLY  DRIVE

WEST  RIVER  DRIVE

BENJAMIN  FRANKIN  PARKWAY

SPRING  GARDEN  STREET

PENNSYLVANIA  AVENUE

JFK  BOULEVARD

MOUNT  VERNON  STREET

23
R

D
  S

TR
EE

T

BR
O

A
D

  S
TR

EE
T

24
TH

  S
TR

EE
T

GREEN  STREET

SC
H

U
Y

LK
IL

L 
 E

X
PR

ES
SW

A
Y

Philadelphia
Museum of Art

Franklin
Institute

Free Library
of Philadelphia

Family
Court

Rodin
Museum

Philadelphia
Community

College

Hahnemann
University
Hospital

Cathedral
Bascilica of

St. Peter
and Paul

Friends
Select

City Hall

PA Academy
of Fine Arts

Pennsylvania
Convention

Center
Expansion

Masonic
Temple

Moore 
College
of Art

Academy
of

Natural
Sciences

Please
Touch

Museum

Municipal
Services
Building

Love Park

Temple University
Center City Campus

Science
Leadership
Academy

Greene
Towne
School

PA
Horticultural

Society

Logan Square

Aviator
Park

30th Street
Station

School
Board

State Office
Building

Franklintown
Park

Future Site
of the

Barnes Museum

Ballfields

Future Site
of the

Calder Museum

Coxe
Park

Sister Cities
Park

Dilworth
Plaza

Boy Scout
Building

Masterman
Charter
School

Benjamin Franklin
High School 

Hallahan Catholic
Girls High School

Magee
Rehab

Hospital

Fire Company
#43

9th District
Police Station

YMCA

United 
Way

Science
Park

Roman Catholic
High School

Charter
School

Schuylkill
River
Trail

Russell Byers
Charter
School

25.  INSTITUTIONS AND OPEN SPACE MAP

0 250 500125 Feet¯

inStitutionS and oPen SPace



57

The area across Vine Street from the Free Library 
and Family Court has two major challenges.  First, 
it is punctuated by structured openings overlooking 
I-676.   Second, the area is used most by the chronic 
street homeless population.  According to an October 
2007 article in The Philadelphia Inquirer, the number 
of homeless people on Center City streets was the 
highest in 10 years, with the most recent City census 
revealing that there are more than 600 people 
sleeping on the streets of Center City.  This amount is 
double the rate of three years ago.      
 
Sister Cities Park is located in front of the Cathedral 
Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul.  The Park has a 1976 
monument commemorating the relationship between 
Florence, Tel Aviv, and Philadelphia.  It shares 
the chronic street chronic homelessness problem 
seen in the park area across from the Free Library 
and Family Court.  Plans have been developed for 
improvements to the park.

Benjamin Franklin Parkway

The Center City District recently installed new 
streetlighting for autos and pedestrians, illuminated 
twelve major monuments and sculptures, and lit 
the facades of civic buildings from City Hall to the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art.  Additional crosswalks 
have been installed to improve access to Swann 
Fountain in Logan Square. New interpretive signs 
and directional signs have also been installed. 
Landscape improvements have been completed 
at 16th Street and the Parkway and include an 
information and café pavilion with outdoor seating.

EXISTING CONDITIONS - PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

Images 19-22. Parks & Open Space, left to right: Schuykill 
River Trail, Love Park, Logan Square, Franklin Town Park
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Franklin Town Park 

Franklin Town Park was designed by internationally 
known artist Athena Tacha as a sculpture garden 
to be appreciated from above by those living and 
working in future high-rise towers.  The project 
was completed in 1991, but much of the anticipated 
development fronting the park has not yet occurred, 
with the exception of the Tivoli. A surface parking 
lot for Museum Towers fronts the park to the north, 
while to the south the park abuts a vacant lot and 
the railroad cut.  To the east the park is fronted by 
the Community College parking lot.  None of these 
uses encourage active use of the park.  Tenants of 
the Tivoli have formed a Friends of Franklin Town 
Park to improve the park, including the planting 
of more trees and installing better lighting.  The 
Friends have proposed renaming the park “Matthias 
Baldwin Park,” to commemorate the founder of the 
Baldwin Locomotive Works, which once occupied 

several blocks near 15th and Spring Garden Streets.  
New development on abutting parcels will be key to 
increasing active use of the park.

JFK Plaza (LOVE Park)/Tourist Hospitality Center 

JFK Plaza is more commonly known as Love Park 
because of Robert Indiana's famous sculpture of 
the word "LOVE" at the southeast corner.  A public 
park has been at this location since 1917 and has 
been redesigned several times. The general form we 
see today—large blocks of masonry, a fountain, and 
many sitting areas—resulted from Edmund Bacon’s 
1950s plan for the city.  The round Tourist Hospitality 
Center was added to the park circa 1960. Once the 
LOVE statue was added in 1976, the park, much as 
we know it now, was complete.   After renovations in 
2002, the park is greener and more colorful with a 
variety of plantings.  It is popular with the lunchtime 
crowd.  The park has an underground parking garage 
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that is leased to a private operator and is in need of 
upgrades, including elevators.  The park also has a 
very large homeless population.  During the day, 
visitors must compete with significant numbers of 
people sleeping on the walls, benches, and grates, 
and at night the population explodes to dominate 
the space.  The chronic street homeless population 
congregates at JFK Plaza in large part because it is a 
frequent site for food distributions by religious and 
other volunteer groups.

Homeless encampments have flourished beneath 
the overpass in this area, creating a major source of 
concern to the residential and commercial tenants 
at Park Towne Place, which has also seen significant 
homelss activity on its grounds abutting the Parkway.

Schuylkill Banks/Schuylkill River Trail and 
Fairmount Park Athletic Field 

The Logan Square Neighborhood - Parkway abuts 
the Schuylkill Banks and Schuylkill River Trail, 
currently a 1.2-mile landscaped trail stretching from 
the Fairmount Water Works to Locust Street, with a 
planned extension to the South Street Bridge. Over 

1,700 people jog, bike, rollerblade or walk along the 
trail each day, yet the connections to the Study Area 
are few.   Next to the trail, in the vicinity of Park 
Towne Place and Race Street west of 23rd Street is a 
3.5 acre athletic field that is a part of Fairmount Park 
and leased to Roman Catholic High School, a 3.5-
acre facility in the vicinity of Park Towne Place, Race 
Street west of 23rd Street, and from the Market Street 
Bridge.  Access from the Athletic Field going south 
to the Schuylkill River Park requires either crossing 
multiple lanes of traffic at Eakin’s Oval or crossing 
the I-676 eastbound ramp, which does not have a 
crosswalk.  There are old bridge abutments that have 
been considered for a pedestrian bridge over the 
tracks which would provide access from the Athletic 
Fields and from Park Towne Place to the trail.  

Image 23. Swann Fountain, Logan Square

EXISTING CONDITIONS - PARKS AND OPEN SPACE



LOGAN SQUARE – PARKWAY NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 60



61

Parks and Open Space Maintained by the 
Department of Recreation

Coxe Park, located at the corner of Cherry and 
Beechwood Streets, is a small, shaded tot lot with 
benches and playground equipment.

The 2.5 acre field located southeast of the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, and northwest of the 
Schuylkill River Park Athletic Field, is the future 
site of Paine’s Park.  The park has received approval 
from the Art Commission and the Fairmount Park 
Commission.   Construction of the $6 million skate 
park is projected to begin in 2009.

Von Colln Memorial Field, an athletic field located 
along the Benjamin Franklin Parkway at 22nd Street, 
is valued highly for the recreational space it provides, 
especially for youth baseball leagues.  Play equipment, 

restrooms, and benches line the western side of 
the field.  While the baseball fields play a central 
role in the neighborhood, they sit empty much of 
the time and the land could be better planned to 
accommodate additional uses.  

Dilworth Plaza/City Hall Plaza is connected to the 
concourse underneath 15th Street and has an arcaded 
lower level with grand curving stairs linking the 
concourse with the plaza level above.  The current 
conditions in the park discourage use except by the 
sizeable homeless population.  Several plans for the 
plaza have been proposed to encourage greater use by 
neighborhood residents, office workers, and visitors.

Images 24-27. Parks & Open Space, left to right: Coxe Park, 
Van Colln Memorial Field, Dilworth Plaza, Science Park

EXISTING CONDITIONS - PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
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Plazas

Most of the plazas in the area are located along Arch 
Street, JFK Boulevard and Market Street and are used 
by office workers during the week.  Some were built to 
qualify for additional FAR in the zoning ordinance.  
Thomas Paine Plaza AKA Reyburn Plaza AKA MSB 
Plaza at 15th and Arch Streets features public art 
large-scale game pieces.  Commerce Square at 21st 
and Market Street has a water feature and restaurants 
fronting onto it.  Comcast’s plaza stretches almost 
one quarter of a city block on JFK Boulevard between 
17th and 18th Streets with a fountain and cafe.   The 
Blue Cross building, Bell Atlantic building, and 
Penn Center all have public plazas.  While some 
provide respite from the towering office buildings, 
and offer a place for retail and restaurants, others, 
such as the plazas associated with the Bell Atlantic 
Building, appear to be leftover landscaped space, 

have few amenities, and are little used.  The Mellon 
Building’s Wintergarden is a public indoor plaza with 
landscaping at Market and 18th Streets. 

Private Parks

Science Park is managed by The Franklin Institute. 
Located at the northeast corner of 21st and Race 
Streets, Science Park offers interactive exhibits where 
children can learn about science by testing out 
devices, such as sundials, sand pendulums, hide-and-
seek tunnels, and mini-periscopes. Only visitors with 
valid admission to The Franklin Institute may enter 
Science Park from inside the Museum. 
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3.7     SCHOOLS AND 
INSTITUTIONS

Schools

Public schools within the neighborhood’s boundaries 
include the Russell Byers Charter School, a public 
elementary school at 1911 Arch Street, and Science 
Leadership Academy High School, at 22nd and 
Arch Streets.  Private and parochial schools include 
Friends Select (Image 28) at 17th and the Parkway, 
Hallahan Catholic Girls High School at 311 N. 19th 
Street, and Greene Towne Montessori School at 2121 
Arch Street.  Universities and colleges located in 
Logan Square include the Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts, Moore College of Art, Drexel University’s 
College of Medicine at Hahnemann University 
Hospital, Philadelphia Community College, Temple 
University’s Center City campus, and Strayer 
University. 

 Institutions

Nonprofit arts and cultural organizations and 
their audiences have a significant economic and 
quality-of-life impact, and many of the largest 
cultural institutions in the region are located 
within the Study Area.  The Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway serves as the cultural hub of the city with 
important destinations including the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
the Rodin Museum, the Franklin Institute, and 
the future Barnes Museum.  The Broad Street area 
has a concentration of medical institutions such as 
Hahnemann University Hospital, Drexel University 
College of Medicine, and the Magee Rehabilitation 
Hospital.  Other important institutions in the Study 
Area include the Friends Center and Quaker Meeting 
House at 15th and Race Streets, the United Way, 
the Free Library of Philadelphia, the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia and Cathedral of SS. Peters and Paul, 
Image 29, and the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 
Other important churches include St. Clements 
Episcopal Church at 20th and Appletree Streets, and 
the Arch Street Presbyterian Church at 18th and 
Arch Streets.  Institutions within the Study Area are 
indicated on Map 7.

EXISTING CONDITIONS - SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTIONS

Image 29. Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul 

Image 28. Friends Select School.
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Map 8. Public Art Locations

3.8 PUBLIC ART

Public art is well represented in the Logan Square 
neighborhood through sculpture, fountains, and 
murals.  Several organizations are responsible for the 
creation of new art and maintaining and cataloguing 
these important cultural resources.  The locations of 
public art in the Logan Square neighborhood appear 
on Map 8. 

City of Philadelphia Public Art Program

The City’s Percent for Art Ordinance applies to 
city-funded construction projects.  Pieces are 
considered site-specific artworks and may occur as 
an integral part of the architecture of the project or 
as a separate element of the site.  Examples in the 
Logan Square neighborhood are Government of the 
People by Jacques Lipchitz on the southeast corner 
of the Municipal Services Building at 16th and John 
F. Kennedy Boulevard; Philadelphia Firsts at One 
Parkway Building at 16th and Arch Streets, and Your 
Move, which is also located on the Municipal Services 
Building plaza.  

Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority’s 
Percent for Art Program

The Redevelopment Authority administers a Percent 
for Art Program where private developers developing 
Authority property allocate one percent of their 
construction costs for fine art.      

Franklin Town Park is part of the Redevelopment 
Authority’s Percent for Art Program.  The Franklin 
Town Corporation worked with the Redevelopment 
Authority in 1991 to create the park, which in its 
entirety is considered public art.  Maintenance of 
the park is funded through a small endowment 
(Image 30).   The Authority’s guidelines indicate that 
the original conceptual intent of the artist must be 
respected and maintained.  

Image 30: Franklin Town Park Public Art
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Fairmount Park Art Association

Founded in 1872, the Art Association commissions 
public art in Philadelphia.  The Association has 
supported projects such as the design of the Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway, which was conceived as a 
grand boulevard punctuated by outdoor sculpture.  
Examples include Three-Way Piece Number 1: Points 
(1964) by Henry Moore on the Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway between 16th and 17th Streets; The Gates 
of Hell (1880-1917) by Auguste Rodin located at the 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway between 21st and 22nd 
Streets; and  Synergy (1987) by Albert Paley at the 
Museum Towers on 18th and Spring Garden Streets.  

Philadelphia Mural Arts Program

The Philadelphia Mural Arts Program started in 
1984 as a component of the Anti-Graffiti Network, a 
city-wide initiative to eradicate graffiti and address 
neighborhood blight.  The Mural Arts Program 
has produced over 2,700 murals throughout the 
Philadelphia, more than any other city in the world.  
The Logan Square Neighborhood - Parkway has 

approximately 40 murals within its boundaries 
(Image 31).  Examples of murals in the Study Area 
include Sea Change (artist unknown) at 131 N. 21st 
Street; Reach High and You Will Go Far by Josh 
Sarantitis at 1926 Arch Street; and Lifelong Learning 
at 2 Franklintown Boulevard by Donald Gensler, 
Larissa Preston Danowitz, and Joshua Mays.  

Image 31: Mural Art Installation at 1926 Arch Street

Image 32: Temporary Public Art along the Parkway.

EXISTING CONDITIONS - PUBLIC ART
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3. 9    TRANSPORTATION 

The Interstate Highway System

The interstate highway system represents both one of 
the greatest assets and biggest challenges of the Logan 
Square neighborhood (Map 9).  Cutting east-west 
through the center of the district is the depressed 
Vine Expressway (I-676), which connects to I-76 just 
west of the Logan Square neighborhood and to I-95 
(and the Benjamin Franklin Bridge) further east.  It 
is the major distribution link for trips to and from 
Center City.

The on/off ramp facilities for the Vine Street 
Expressway represents a variety of ramp types and 
access locations:

22nd Street: Three-quarters of a diamond •	
interchange plus an additional direct on-ramp 
from Eakins Oval (with additional access 
around Park Town Place).  The eastbound off-
ramp at this location also allows direct access 
to 23rd Street.

15th/16th Streets: The north side of the Vine •	
Street Expressway contains a half-cloverleaf for 
access to/from the westbound expressway.  On 

the south side, the eastbound exit is a straight 
slip ramp distributing traffic to 15th Street.

Broad Street: Just east of Broad Street is •	
the straight on-ramp to I-676 eastbound, 
which is the only eastbound on-access in the 
Logan Square area with the exception of the 
connection from Eakins Oval and Park Towne 
Place.  

While direct access to the Vine Street Expressway 
is an amenity to Logan Square residents, it also 
represents a challenge in the additional traffic it 
brings to the area (most destined for the Center City 
office district) and the geometric design qualities it 
imposes on the urban landscape.

The Schuylkill Expressway (I-76) borders the Logan 
Square district to the west (across the Schuylkill 
River), with access from Schuylkill Avenue via JFK 
Boulevard, and from the Spring Garden Street Bridge 
via Eakins Oval.

Map 9. Interstate Highway System.

EXISTING CONDITIONS - TRANSPORTATION
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Surface Roadways

In addition to the interstate highway system, the 
Logan Square neighborhood includes several 
roadways that are major in terms of both their long-
distance connectivity and their shorter-distance 
distribution function (Image 33).  These include:

Broad Street: Bordering the district on the east 1. 
side, Broad Street (State Highway 611) is a 
major connector to South Philadelphia, North 
Philadelphia and beyond.

Market Street and JFK Boulevard: The Market-2. 
JFK pair functions as State Highway 3 which 
connects through West Philadelphia and Upper 
Darby.  Both streets are one-way from City Hall 
to 20th Street and two-way further west.  They 
also function as the primary feeders into the 
Market Street West office district.

The Benjamin Franklin Parkway: The Parkway 3. 
is a multi-functional boulevard connecting 
Center City with Fairmount Park.  It also serves 
as a major expressway feeder and a primary 
commuting route to Northwest Philadelphia.

Spring Garden and Callowhill Streets:  These 4. 
streets represent the main crosstown connectors 

north of the Ben Franklin Parkway.

Vine Street: In addition to the Expressway, the 5. 
Vine Street corridor contains a pair of one-way 
surface roads serving a distribution/circulation 
function to/from the Expressway. 

Race and Arch Streets: Race and Arch Streets 6. 
represent a one-way pair offering direct access 
to and from the Logan Square neighborhood 
south of the Parkway.  

15th/16th Streets: 15th and 16th Streets 7. 
represent the main north-south connectors 
through the east side of the district, due to 
their access to the westbound on/off Vine 
Expressway ramps.

20th Street: South of the Parkway, 20th Street is 8. 
the sole two-way north-south connector.

21st/22nd Street: These streets serve as a one-9. 
way pair offering access to the west side of the 
Market Street West office district.  Southbound 
traffic on 21st Street is partly shared by 23rd 
Street due to its eastbound Vine Expressway 
off-ramp access.

Image 33. Surface Roadway Conditions

EXISTING CONDITIONS - TRANSPORTATION
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Pedestrian Circulation

Pedestrian facilities are generally strong throughout 
the district, although there are several significant 
barriers, including:

the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, in particular •	
Eakins Oval;

the Vine Expressway Corridor, in particular •	
where there are on and off-ramps intersecting 
with the urban street grid (Images 34 & 35);

a number of additional complex intersections, •	
including Pennsylvania Avenue/Spring Garden 
Street, Pennsylvania Avenue/22nd Street, 
Parkway/20th Street, and Vine Expressway/15th 
Street; and

safety considerations at the underpasses of JFK •	
Boulevard and the SEPTA rail corridor.

Map 10 shows different pedestrian zones in the study 
area and their varying levels of success.

Map 10. Pedestrian Structure

Images 34 & 35. Vine Street Pedestrian Crossings

EXISTING CONDITIONS - TRANSPORTATION
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Parking

Parking is intermittently available throughout the 
district in both public and private and on-street and 
off-street arrangements.  The various configurations 
are summarized below:

Residential Parking

Older residential buildings (primarily southwest of 
Logan Circle and in the northern end of the Logan 
Square District) do not have separate off-street 
parking facilities and rely mainly on the on-street 
parking supply.  Many newer residential townhouses 
(primarily near 22nd Street south of the Parkway) 
contain their own small off-street parking facilities.  
Larger residential buildings rely on either surface lots 
or, particularly for newer buildings, podium garages 
beneath the residential floors of the building.

Institutional Parking

While some of the major Parkway institutions 
have their own structured parking facilities (in 
particular, the Franklin Institute), the institutions, 
monthly parkers, rather than visitors, take up many 
of the spaces.  The institutions also rely on metered 
on-street parking along the Parkway and in the 

surrounding neighborhoods.  The Philadelphia 
Museum of Art is in the process of completing its 
own parking garage.  The City is working with the 
planners of the Free Library Expansion and the 
Barnes Museum to find an appropriate parking 
solution for these projects.  The primary schools 
and churches in the district have limited off-street 
(surface) parking.

Business Parking

Commercial land uses in the Market West office 
district rely heavily on dedicated and shared-use 
parking garages.  Many of the large office/healthcare 
uses in the North Broad Street corridor have 
dedicated parking either in garages or in large surface 
lots.  Smaller storefronts throughout the district 
generally rely on on-street parking, shared public 
parking, and foot traffic.

Public Parking

In addition to the on-street supply, there are a 
number of shared public lots scattered throughout 
the district.  The total public parking supply, in 
particular, the on-street supply, is very heavily 
utilized at various times of day.

Map 11.  Parking Issues

EXISTING CONDITIONS - TRANSPORTATION
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Parking Issues

Parking is often a critical issue in mixed-use 
urban neighborhoods, especially where alternative 
transportation options are not sufficient.  Key issues 
include the following:

Private versus public parking 

Private parking is owned, maintained, and reserved 
for private use (such as a business, church, or 
apartment building).  Often, private parking is 
underutilized at non-peak times unless arrangements 
have been made to share the spaces with other 
users.  Public parking may be intended primarily 
for a particular use such as a business or residential 
development, but is not limited to specific users.

On-street versus off-street parking

On-street parking is generally first-come/first-
serve with metered operation and/or permit-based 
management for local residents.  Off-street parking 
can be either public or private use.  The cost of public 

off-street parking is higher generally than that of on-
street parking; consequently there is more consistent 
availability of spaces for those who are willing to pay 
a higher price.

Surface lots versus structured garage parking

Surface parking is, relative to structured parking, 
inexpensive to build and maintain, yet is often 
unsightly and generally represents an inefficient 
use of urban land.  Garage parking is expensive but 
represents a more efficient use of scarce urban land 
vis-à-vis surface parking.  However, it is important 
to avoid negative visual impacts through location of 
parking underground, or screening by other uses, 
and careful attention to design detail.

Map 12. Weekend Parking Conflicts

EXISTING CONDITIONS - TRANSPORTATION
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Daytime (business) versus nighttime (residential) 
parking

Daytime business parking can be short-term (retail 
or visitors) or long-term (office).  Many neighborhood 
residents leave their cars at home during the day.  
Nighttime (also weekend) residential parking is 
classified as long-term (8 hours or more).

Short-term versus long-term parking

Short-term parking (4 hours or less) is often 
effectively managed through use of meters, or 
parking pay stations.  Long-term parking is generally 
supported through daily/monthly charges or 
residential permits.  For public on-street parking, 
an optimized system allows most residents and 
visitors to locate a suitable parking space through 
moderate effort (less than 5-10 minutes search time) 
within four blocks of the home or destination.  For 
public market-cost or private parking, the system is 
optimized when spaces are readily available within 
two blocks of the home or destination.  

Map 11 highlights existing parking issues within the 
Study Area.

Map 12, Weekend Parking Conflicts, highlights 
the specific issue of weekend parking, when high 
visitor demand for the area’s institutional attractions 
overlaps with the base residential public parking 
supply.  As indicated, this conflict is likely to present 
additional difficulties when the Barnes Museum and 
Library expansion projects are completed.

Images 36, 37 & 38. Parking Options in the Study Area, clockwise from lieft: Structured, Surface and On-street Meters

EXISTING CONDITIONS - TRANSPORTATION
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Streets and Intersection Issues

Geometric Design and Traffic Volume/Speed have a two-way, 
cause-and-effect relationship: high traffic volumes lead to 
generous geometric designs, which in turn lend themselves to 
higher speeds particularly when traffic is light.

Pedestrian Safety/Comfort is affected directly by both 
the Geometric Design and the Traffic Volume/Speed 
characteristics of particular streets.  The desire for Pedestrian 
Safety/Comfort may influence the Geometric Design of streets 
(through dedication of more space to sidewalks and buffers) 
and the Traffic Volume/Speed.

The challenge in urban neighborhoods is to strike an 
appropriate balance among these often contradictory design 
criteria.  Map 13 highlights issues within the Study Area with 
respect to Geometric Design, Traffic Volume/Speed, and 

Pedestrian Safety/Comfort, and identifies areas where the 
physical characteristics of specific streets and intersections 
are out of balance.  Map 10, Pedestrian Structure, focuses 
specifically on the effect of “unbalanced” corridors in terms of 
“breaking” the continuity of an otherwise pedestrian friendly 
neighborhood.  Depending upon the specific deficiencies, 
potential solutions could include any of the following:

reconfiguration of cross-sections for safer pedestrian •	
corridors and/or 'calmer' traffic;

geometric alteration of intersections for shorter •	
pedestrian crossings, slower turning movements, and/
or more efficient traffic flow; 

better control of pedestrian/traffic movements; and/or•	

site-sensitive capacity increases, where possible.   •	

    THREE MAIN ISSUES 
Geometric Design Quality•	

Traffic: volume and Speed•	

Pedestrian Safety and Comfort•	

Map 13.  Street & Intersection Issues

EXISTING CONDITIONS - TRANSPORTATION
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Image 40. Benjamin Franklin Parkway

Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

The Parkway is home to a number of intersections 
(including 20th Street, 21st Street, 22nd Street, and 
all of Eakins Oval) where pedestrian conditions are 
significantly deficient relative to the rest of the 
Logan Square neighborhood. 

The Benjamin Franklin Parkway has been the subject 
of numerous enhancement plans over the years.  
These are summarized in Map 14.  

The institutions, as well as the residents, are focused 
on re-establishing the Parkway as a premier walking 
corridor, and to re-connect the neighborhood 
bifurcated by it.  Moreover, the institutions and 
neighbors are each concerned about the effects of 
event-day Parkway closures on area circulation.  Map 
15 highlights the alternate traffic patterns associated 
with such closures and their extended effects.     
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Map 14.  Impact of Parkway Special Events Closures
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Transportation Impacts of New 
Development

The Streets and Intersection and Parking sections 
highlighted specific challenges within the Study Area 
with respect to traffic volumes and parking.  With 
new development planned for the neighborhood, 
these issues are likely to be further stressed in the 
absence of fundamental changes in travel behavior.  
However, given that any changes would take long 
periods to develop, as they would rely not only on 
individual behavior but significant upgrades to the 
transit and bicycle systems, it is important to address 
the degree to which the proposed developments will 
impact the near-term, day-to-day operability of the 
current transportation network.

Maps 16 and 17 highlight proposed development 
in 2007 within the Study Area overlaid on a map 
of existing traffic trouble spots.  Also indicated are 
the anticipated primary routes between each of the 
proposed developments and the regional freeway 
system trip patterns that are likely to represent the 
majority of automobile trips during the critical peak 
periods.

Also indicated in Map 16 are estimated numbers of 
auto trips for each of the proposed developments for 
the AM and PM peak-hours.  

The primary concern with respect to generated trips 
is the original River City proposal (now abandoned), 
which would have potentially generated 1,000 to 
1,500 new trips during the critical peak hours.  Also 
significant are the trips associated with the proposed 
Whole Foods mixed-use development, particularly 
for the PM peak hour, though its proximity to the 
Vine Street Expressway will limit much of the overall 
impact to the adjoining streets and freeway ramps.    

Map 17 overlays the same proposed developments on 
a map of current high-demand parking areas.  Noted 
within Map 17 are each development's proposed 
number of new parking spaces (where available) and 
the predicted number of spaces needed based on the 
trip generation analysis.   For River City, the overall 
projected parking demand was calculated by the 
consultant team as roughly equal to the proposed 
supply.  

EXISTING CONDITIONS - TRANSPORTATION



LOGAN SQUARE – PARKWAY NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 88

The purpose of this analysis is not to halt 
development, but rather to highlight potential actions 
that would help minimize its overall impact, such as:

new shared parking facilities (publicly and •	
privately funded);

reconfiguration of streets for increased parking •	
or traffic capacity, as needed and where 
possible;

measures that support non-auto-based •	
circulation (such as bicycle facilities and 
comfortable walking environments) to 
minimize unnecessary car travel;

measures that support the circulation needs •	
of existing residents, such as enhanced local 
transit services; and

measures that will make the proposed •	
developments ultimately less auto-dependent, 
including better regional transit connections.

Image 41. Philadelphia Transit Station Sign
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17.  PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AND ACCESS PATTERNS
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Map 16.  Proposed Development with Traffic Issues
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20.  PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AND RELATED PARKING
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Transit and Bicycle Systems

Enhancement of the transit and bicycle systems 
would benefit the Logan Square neighborhood 
in two primary ways:  It would provide alternate 
transportation options for existing residents, 
primarily for medium-distance travel, and it would 
limit the overall dependency of new development on 
automobile access and parking.

The existing transit system is illustrated in Map 18.

In the southeast corner of the study area, the 
convergence of the Broad Street Subway, Market-
Frankford El, the trolleys, and regional rail service 
provides excellent regional and local transit access.  
The Broad Street Line has stops along the eastern 
edge of the study area at City Hall, Vine and Spring 
Garden Streets.  Along Market Street there is a 
subway stop at 15th Street, and three trolley stops, at 
22nd Street, 19th Street, and 15th Street (City Hall) 
that connect the neighborhood to 30th Street Station 
with access to regional rail and Amtrak.  Regional 
rail service is also available at Suburban Station, 

which was recently improved and now is the only rail 
service in the study area with elevators for handicap 
accessibility.  SEPTA has studied providing rail 
service along the unused City Branch railroad line 
that runs below Pennsylvania Avenue into Center 
City and out to 52nd Street.  Rubber-tired electric 
transit could also be considered for this corridor.  A 
new Market Frankford El stop on Market Street at 
20th Street has been proposed at various times in the 
past.

SEPTA bus service runs east-west on Market 
and Spring Garden Street across the entire study 
area.  The 7 and 2 and 27 routes run north-south 
on 22nd/21st, 17th/16th and 16th/Broad Streets, 
respectively, through the study area and continue 
south of the study area.  The 48, 38, 32, and 33 
run north-south and then east-west along Market, 
JFK  Arch and the Parkway.    Many residents use 
bus service to commute to work, and issues such 
as sporadic service, crush loads, and a lengthy trip 
due to congestion can be discouraging for riders.  
However, dedicated funding has allowed SEPTA to 
add service in recent months on certain routes.

Map 18. Existing Transit System
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A number of the large residential condominiums or 
apartment buildings offer shuttle service to Center 
City destinations, such as West Market Street, South 
Broad Street, and Walnut Street shopping district.  
The Watermark and the Philadelphian have set routes 
(Image 42), while the Park Towne Place provides a 
regular shuttle service.  

Many visitors use the Phlash service to travel from 
the Historic District/Independence Mall up to the 
Parkway.  The Parkway Council Foundation has been 
studying options for a transit circulator that could 
build on and expand the Phlash service. 

Increasing numbers of bicycle commuters and 
recreational bicyclists are using the neighborhood 
streets and the Schuylkill Trail.  Bicycle lanes have 
been marked on some of the neighborhood streets, 
such as Spring Garden Street, Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway (Image 43), and much of 22nd Street.  Bicycle 
access to the Schuylkill River Trail is available at Race 
Street, Market Street, and Martin Luther King Drive 
(formerly West River Drive).   

Image 43. Bicycles on the Parkway

Image 42. The Philadelphian Shuttle Bus
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