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period opens 
for REGISTERED 
COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS 185
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TO DATE

PLANNING 
EXCELLENCE AWARD
for Best Practice 
from the American 
Planning Association,
Pennsylvania Chapter
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Zoning Administrative Manual and
Quick Reference Guide released 

NEW ZONING CODE
TAKES EFFECT

CIVIC DESIGN REVIEW
COMMITTEE BEGINS
MONTHLY MEETINGS

August 22, 2012

162
PARTICIPANTS    

WEST PARK DISTRICT PLAN
Philadelphia Business

& Technology Center
from I-1 to CMX-3

REDUCING ZBA ACTIONS

One goal of the new zoning code 

is greater predictability: more, 

appropriate projects built 

“by right” and fewer projects 

need action by the Zoning Board 

of Adjustment (ZBA) to proceed. 

FY10
(baseline)

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY16

ZBA Actions, such as variances
Projects by Right

33%

GOAL: 10% reduction of ZBA actions per year

OLD CODE      NEW CODE

Pages in code

Zoning districts

Overlay zoning districts

Supporting illustrations

Easy-to-interpret tables 
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FORMER FIRE HYDRANT PUMPING STATION
Race Street and Christopher Columbus Boulevard

 This 10,000-square-foot building 
will be adaptively reused by the 
Philadelphia Live Arts Festival

 

and Philly Fringe to feature 
year-round programming.

It will link the Old City 
neighborhood to the burgeoning 
Delaware River waterfront.

DIVINE 
LORRAINE

Intersection of 
North Broad Street, 
Ridge Avenue and 
Fairmount Avenue

THE READING VIADUCT

Built by the Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad in 1893, it was used as an 
approach to the new Reading Terminal.

Ceased operation in 1984 upon the 
opening of the Center City commuter 
rail connection.

• Designed by architect Willis Hale in 1893

• “Lorraine Apartments” was one of city’s 
 first high-rise, luxury apartment houses

• Developed by Father Divine as the first 
 racially integrated hotel in 1948

• Building closed in 1999

• Listed on the National Register 
 of Historic Places in 2002

• Purchased at sheriff’s sale in October 
 2012 by a developer

The Center City District 
(CCD) completed a study 
and cost estimate in 
2011 for transforming the 
entire viaduct into an 
elevated park.  

In 2012 construction 
documents were 
completed for a first phase: 
the western spur of the 
Reading Viaduct extending 
from Broad Street to 11th 
Street between Vine and 
Callowhill Streets. The 
design emerged through 
a collaborative planning 
process in partnership 
with the City’s Commerce 
Department and 
Philadelphia Parks 
and Recreation.

Currently, CCD and 
the City are working on
a lease with SEPTA in 
order to begin fundraising 
and implementation for 
phase one. 

This section of the viaduct 
is less than 1/4 of a mile 
long, but it is an important 
first step for the overall 
transformative project. 
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Photo: Philadelphia Historic Commission

Rendering: WRT, courtesy of Philadelphia Live Arts Festival

Rendering: Studio Bryan Hanes, courtesy of Center City District
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Design Advocacy 
Group, 8am, Center 
for Architecture, 

PCPC Civic Design 
Review, 1pm, 1515 
Arch Street, 18th floor

PCPC, 1pm, 
1515 Arch Street, 
18th floor
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